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I. 
Introduction 
I " 
1 
Introduction 
Though the 'Unlted States ls known throughout 
the world as a great industrlal nat lon, lt ls primarlly 
a country of rural backgrounds and tradltlon.. !he 
state of Kentucky has ~ollowed the general pattern of 
the natlon's development, both agriculturally and in-
dustr1ally. In recent years mu.ch interest has been 
evidenced in the question of the relationships between 
the rural and urban areas of the nation and the states 
which make up the nation. The author of this study 
was born and reared in a rural section of Kentuc1ty 
where the influence of the state's largest clty was 
~elt, and the problem of relationship between the two 
areas became of interest early. Later, studies in the 
~ield of social relationship and social change deepened 
this interest which became a definite question regarding 
the actual kind and amount of contact between rural and 
urban areas. 
Studies bave been made in recent years in varlous 
sections of the Unlted States of several aspects of the 
problem. Prominent among them are the s tudles made b,.. 
Dwlght Sanderson of oornell Unlverslty of rural economic 
areas in Bew Yar~ State. Studies occupied with the 
purely agricultural aspects of the problem bave been 
conducted by the Universlty of Arkansas and the Unlver-
sity of Iowa. The Unlverslty of Kentucky bas made man,.. 
--------------~. ------_ .. 
surv.,._ ot the rural sectioDs ot Xentucq, but no 
attempt has been made so tar to measure the kind and 
amount ot contact between any part ot the rural area 
of the state with the urban section. 
2 
Accordingly, the purpose of this study i8 two-
told: first, to d1scover the main kinds of economic 
and social activity in which a particular section ot 
rural Kentuuky engages, and the extent of participa-
tion; and second, the extent to which Kentuc~yls urban 
area 1s drawing business and soe1al act1vit1es from 
that rural sect10n. The author selected Oldham county 
as the area in which to make the study because 1ts 
proximity to Jetterson County, an Ul'ban area, made 1t 
more convenient. The chiet function ot the study is 
to present tacts which the many ageneies and students 
engaged in rural work ma7 interpret accord1ng to their 
part1cular points ot v1ew, standards, and interests. 
The study, which the investigator conducted 
dur1ng the spring, summer, and tall ot 1936 by means 
ot the field survey method, applies to that period ot 
tt.e onl,.. The use ot the quest10nnaire combined with 
the personal interview proved to be the best means ot 
obta1ning the desired intormation. Ohoice ot that 
method necessitated sampl1ng. Use ot census data ear17 
in the stud,. indicated the homogeneous nature ot the 
population ot the county. Hence the sampling pr1nciple 
------------------- ._-- - ._- ----
~ollowed was to visit every sixth home in sharply 
delineated areas in every part ot the oount,., taking 
them as they \;8me, without regard to size and appear-
ance ot dwelling, type ot road on which they were 
looated, or topography. This resulted 1n a tairly 
representative sample, which makes up sixteen per cent 
o~ the total population ot Oldham county. The items 
v on the questionnaire, which was ~illed by means ot 
personal 1nterview, were selected atter a period ot 
study ot the factors involved in the composition ot 
rural areas ot the United states and the particular 
characteristics ot Oldham county. Census data provided 
a source ot valuable information regarding the composi-
tion ot the county. The tile ot the village newspaper 
added to this information. 
The more intangible aspects of the social and 
community lite ot the rural area are undoubtedly ot 
tremendous importance, but the experience ot the inves-
tigator and the amount ot time devoted to the survey 
necessarily ltm1t the study to the more purely tactual 
aspects ot the problem. 
The investigator believes that the essential 
purpose ot the study, to present certain tacts regard-
ing rural-urban relationships, has been accomplished. 
The first tew chapters provide a bac~ground against 
which the specialized study ot the sample population 
I ~ 
bas been plaoed. Further studies ot the problem should 
be made to determine the more subtle aspects ot social 
relationships and 800ial trends both w1thin the part1-
cular area and between the rural area and 1 t 8 Urban 
ne1ghbor. 
5 
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II. 
Chapter I 
Hi.t0rT ot Jtentucq 
and 
Oldham Count,. 
6 
Chapter I 
Hi.torT ot Kentuck7 aDd Oldham county 
The his tor'1 ot Kentucq ariaes trom the d1m 
mists of the tar distant past, trom the forgotten ages 
when a man whom w. ma'1 never reall'1 know lived and 
hoped and died. Fabulous legends regarding this m'1s-
tical creature have come down to us trom the tales the 
Indians told the early settlers. In later '1ears, 
geologists have discovered more scientific facta re-
garding this early man, his lite and uustoms. Por 
want of a better name he is known to contempora17 man 
as "The Koundsman," chietly because he buried his dead 
and his belongings in buge mounds, many of which dot 
the great meadowland of Kentuu~y toda'1. There is little 
historically to connect the existence ot The Moundsman 
with that ot the Indians who roamed at will over the 
Kentucky territory when the white man entered it 1n the 
1 latter part ot the seventeenth century. The mysterT 
ot The Koundsman remains an intriguing factor in the 
romance and adventure ot the history ot Kentucky. Bis 
connection with the Indians, ho"ever great or slight, 
is still a moot qnestion. 
1. Thomas urittenden uher17, Kentucf. The Pioneer state 
ot the West, pp. 5-9, Hew Yori; • o. Heath and 
companT, 1935. 
., 
With specific regard to the Indians, one tactor 
is detinitel,. certatn. XentucEJ was never the home ot 
an,. oneot the great tribes who roamed the wilderness 
ot Korth Amer1ca betore and atter its discovery in the 
t1tteenth centur,.. Tbe luxuriant torests and the valle,.s 
ot Kentuc~y abounded in game ot every variet,., such al 
elk and buftalo, now ext mct in the state. Bears and 
wolves, panthers and w11d cats proved tair prey to the 
tr1bes trom the north, south, and west. Seven rivers, 
which drain the state, tlowed through the tertile 
valle,.8, prov1dtng both tood aDd transportation to 
those hunting tribes, who battled tiercel,. throughout 
the ,.ears tor the exclu8ive hunting rights to the land. 
From the blood,. encounters ot Indians with Indians, and 
later Indians with pioneerB, Kentuc~,. came to be called 
"The Dark and Blood,. Ground."2 
Disagreements as to the meaning ot the word 
Kentucky have led to man,. detinitions. Some historians 
cla~ the word comes direotl,. trom the Cherokee Indian 
language and actuall,. means "Dark and Bloody Ground." 
Others believe that it has a Wyandotte origin, meaning 
"land of tomorrow,· while others cla1m many diverse 
meanings, among which is the phrase "meadow lands."3 
2. Elizabeth Shelb,. Kinkead, History ot Xentuckz, p. 
10, lew York; Aaerioan Book Compan,., 1915. 
Pannie Casseda,. Duncan, When KentuCltl Wal YO~, 
p. 4, Loui8vUle; John P. Morton aiid COJD.pan,.~928. 
-------------------------- - - ----~--
8 
It bas been believed until recent years that 
La Salle, ln his search for the transcontinental rlver 
whioh would lead to China, came into Xentucky territory 
vla the Ohio Rlver about the year 1669. Later research 
1nd1eates that Gabriel Arthur, a Virginlan, was probably 
the first white man to enter Xentucq about the J8ar 
167.. For .eventy ,ears, however, after this date, 
little was done by elther the French or Engllsh in 
organized effort to explore the oountry. In Karch, 
1750, a Virginia company sent out Dr. Thomas Walker, 
who bul1t a crude log structure, the f'irst house in 
Xentueq, whleh still stands in Knox county, near 
Barbourvllle, Xentucky. Later in the same year the 
Ohl0 Compan,. sent out Christopher Glst, who journeyed 
almost as far as the f'alls of' the Ohio, but was turned 
back by signs of' hostl1e Indlans. In 1767, John Pinle,. 
and a group of lIlen lm.nted through the state, and thelr 
glowlng accounts of the potentlallties of' the land 
arouaed the tnterest of man,. Virginla and Borth caro-
lina reSidents, among wbaa Daniel Boone flgured proai-
nently. Two ,ears later P1Bley pl10ted Danlel BOODe 
on hls flrst trlp into the region which was to make him 
.famous. The f'ollowing years saw Boone hunttng and ex-
ploring in the mountalns and valleys, .filled with the 
determinatlon to bring hls f'amil,. and settle. 
Surveying the land in the state was begun as 
early as the year 1773, and in 177' the t1rst permanent 
9 
settlement was established at Barrod.town, now known as 
Harrodsburg.4 The saple statement of theae two accom-
plishments cannot be appreciated without at least a 
brief mention of the almost insurmountable obstacles 
encountered in the ferocity of the Indian tribes and 
the natural barriers of the wilderness itself. The 
Indian War of that period, known to history as Dunnmore'a 
Battle of Point Pleasant, was 
one of the bloodiest of all the Ind.ian wars in an,. sec-
tion. The following Treaty of S7camore Shoals, of Karch 
1'7, 1'7'75, gave to The Transylvania compan,. all the lands 
l7ing along and between the onio, Kentuc~, aDd cumber-
land. Rivers. The Indians received 10,000 pounds 1ft 
English mone7, paid mainly in merchandise. And on April 
1, 1'7'75, Boone aDd his party passed down the "Wilderness 
Road" and arrived at the Kentucky River, where they be-
gan the construction of the tort, later named Boones-
borough. They were soon followed by the Henderson 
party, who also began the construction of a tort on 
the Kentucky River near Boone's site. Other settlers 
bad arrived before them; others contiDued to arrive. 
Bence a conflict of clatma waa inevitable, aa The Tran-
sylvania Company itself settled upon and claimed land 
which was a part of Virginia. Theae conflicts led to 
the firat legislative assembly of the state, called 
4. Cherry,~. m., pp. 16-41. 
10 
tram all the settlements to convene at Boonesborough 
Ma7 23, lVV5, wlth the purpose ot negotiating a peace-
ful settlement ot disputes, but nothing came ot it. 
The flrst and last legislative aeetlng ot The Transyl-
vanla Company had been held. It typlfled the fall ot 
proprietary government in America, aDd the rise ot the 
tree splrlt ot the Amerlcan Ploneer.5 
The actlvitles ot George Rogers Clar~ in behalt 
of the government ot Virglnia settled the major con-
flict between Virginia aDd The Transylvania Company, 
and on December V, 17'16, the Virginia Assembly passed 
an act asserting the rlght ot the state to all her 
western cla:1Jas, known as Fincaliltle county, and divided 
the vast Kentucky terrltor7 into three sectlons: Ken-
S tucky, Kontgomer7, and Washlngton countles. Later, 
in lV80, the Virginia House passed an act to form three 
Dew comntles: Jefferson, Fa78tte, aDd Llncoln.V These 
made up a judicial district, and the name xentucq was 
oftic1a117 given to the entire territor,r. "These three 
countles with all divislons ot them that Shall hereatter 
be made shall be legally and. ottlcially known as Kentucq.wa 
Barrodstown was tirst appointed the seat ot the new govern-
ment, but the necessity for a larger meeting house and 
8. 
cherry, !2. ~., pp. 42-48. 
Ibid., p. 51. 
lO6D R. Spears, A Histora ot the Mlssissippi vallez, 
p. 325, Bew York; I. s. iark. 
Duncan, ,22. ill.., pp. 4-5. 
11 
the existenee ot Indian hazards caused the removal ot 
the seat of government, and the town of Danville was 
born. Danville remained the capital ot the District un-
til 1792. The distanue ot Danville from the capital 
of Virginia at Williamsburg and the difficulty of 
travelling at that time were great factors in the final 
separation of the District of KentuCK7 from the mother 
state of Virginia, which separation took place in 1790, 
when xentuc~y became a separate Territory.9 
The struggle ot Kentuc~ for independence was 
concomitant with the struggle waged by the American 
colonies and thirteen orlginal states for independence 
frOll. British dominatlon. While the uolonists tought 
together a common battle against a common foe, the Ken-
tucky settlers fought in small, separate groups agalnst 
three major torces, the hostile Indlans, whose savage 
torays were continually oceuring, the treacherous wh1tes, 
of whoa Simon G1rty is an outstanding example, and the 
hazardous wllderness, wh1ch in ltself was no small toe 
to tame. At the same time dlssatisfaction wlth the 
government in Vlrginia, whlch took 11ttle or no part 
in protecting the Kentuc~ territory, gave rise to in-
tense teeling that separation was eminently to be de-
sired. A long series ot conventions and a s1m1lar series 
ot enabling acts eventually culminBted in the tenth 
convention, which met at Danville in 1792 for the purpose 
9. The standard Dlct10narl of Facts, p. 126, Buffalo; 
fb8 Frontier 'ress, 10 2. 
12 
10 or torming a cODstitution ror the new state. on 
Februar7 4. 1791. congress had passed an act, signed 
b7 President Washington, makiDg Kentucky the tUteenth 
11 
state to enter the Union. The constitution was 
modelled on that or the United states Government. 
though it provided tor more individual rights, ini-
tiatingas it did what has been oalled the tirst ex-
per1ment ot manhood suffrage in an,. modern state. !rbe 
capital of the State was first in Lexington and 1at.r 
moved to Frankfort. General Isaac Sbelb,. was elected 
the first governor. Thus Kentucky entered upon the 
second major phase or its histor,.. that of state govern-
12 
mente 
While Kentuc~7 had succeeded without doubt tn 
establishing a definite home 1D the wUderness, never-
theless, as a State it was still faced with many or the 
major problems which confronted the separate groups ot 
settlers trom their original entrance into the territory. 
Throughout its struggle tor independence it had waged 
ceaseleas, if intermittent. warfare with the Indiana. 
Many Revolutionary War soldiers had come into the terri-
tor,. to aettle following the war, living, tor the most 
part upon grants made b,. the govenment to them as sol-
diers. It seemed only natural that those same .en, 
10. Cherry. !2. cit., pp. 106-121. 
11. Spears,~. iIi., p. 361. 
12. Uherr,.,!2. c1t., pp. 145-14T. 
13 
trained for fighting as they were, should become active 
in the fight against the Indians. Among these Revolu-
tionary War soldiers was Colonel William Oldham for 
whom Oldham uounty was later named, who was killed in 
one of the major Indian expeditions, the ill-fated st. 
Clair army, wnicb was defeated 10 the same year in which 
13 
Xentucky was admitted to the Union. 
More and more settlers continued to pour over the 
m~tains from Virginia and the Carolinas into KentucKy_ 
In 1790 Kentucky's official population was placed at 
73,077. Most of the people were located in the fertile 
valleys on farm land, muoh of it clustered around the 
town of Louisville, up and down the Ohio River and the 
Kentucky River. In 1800, the population was increased 
to 220,955, with people scattered from the state boun-
dary at Cumberland Gap to the Falls ot the OhiO, trom 
14 the Big Sandy to The Purchase. Most ot the immigrants 
were like those early settlers who had pioneered from 
pre-Revolution days, English, Dutoh, and Scotch-Irish. 
The mountain fastness ot southeastern Kentucky sheltered 
a group of almost pure Anglo-Saxon people, descendents 
ot whom today live in the hollows and up the oreeks and 
in the scattered towns and villages. Settlements grew 
into towns and counties were formed. KentUCky's largest 
15 city, Louisville, was growing rapidly. 
13. Perrin, Battle, Knitfen, Kentuckl: a Historl ot the 
State, p. 633, Louisville; F. A. Battey Co., 1888. 
14. Spears,~. cit., p. 380. 
15. Cberry,~. cit., pp. 31, 31, 155. 
14 
With the rapid gl"owth ot the population and the 
increased stabilization ot the at£airs ot the Itate, 
Kentuoky began to tarn her attention to the weltare ot 
the people. Education was be~ shortly atter the es-
tablishment ot the tirlt settlements with the tirst 
school organized in 1779 by Joseph Doniphan in Boones-
borough. 16 other lettlements organized schools which 
were operated locally and independently of one another. 
Transylvania oollege wal established in 1793. With the 
turn ot the century, however, the demand tor higher 
education increased and was met with the organization 
ot such institutions as Centre College at Danville in 
1819 and the University ot Louisville in Louisville in 
1837. A.t the same time KentuciCy became increasingly 
aware ot other social needs including the care of the 
defective and the delinquent. From this recognition ot 
the duty of the state to care tor its members came the 
establisn.ent ot the school tor the education of the 
blind in 1842 looated 1n Louisville. This school was 
intended to at ford board and tuition tree ot charge to 
the bl1nd ot the state between the ages ot seven and 
seventeen years. It included not only the totally 
blind, but those whose eyesight was 10 detective that 
they could not see to read. In addition to ord1Dary 
education, instruction was given in 1ndustrial pursu1ts. 
16. Cherry,!2. ~., p. 85. 
/ 
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Even earlier than, that _ however _ in 1823 _ an institution 
tor the education ot the deat, similar in nature to that 
tor the blind, was organized in Danville. In 1860 pro-
vision was made tor the education or the teeble-minded 
in the institution at Frankfort. As,.lums tor the insane 
were establiahed in Lexington and Hopkinsville in 1822, 
and at Anchorage a "state house ot rerorm" tor juvenile 
delinquents was established. The Uni versi ty of Kentuck7 
was established in 1858, and other institutions of a 
similar nature were rapidly organized.l ' 
The earl,. ,.ears ot the nineteenth century tound 
Kentuck;y, like the other state. ot the Union, engrossed 
in the affairs of building a stabilized state. The 
events of national importance, such as the Louisiana 
Purchase, had some inevitable influence upon the state. 
The Louisiana Purchase wlth its opening of the land west 
of the Mississippi River once more made KentucBy a na-
tional hlghwa,. _ as people entered and passed through 
the State via cumber1aDd Gap, or down the Ohl0 River to 
its mouth in the Mississippi. Man,. Kentuckians once 
more lett their homes and possessions and moved on to-
18 
ward the setting sun. 
The War ot 1812 drew many valiant torces trom 
Kentuoky's sons, who tought against the British a8 their 
rathers had rought not so many ,.ears berore. Man,. 
17. The American BnClclopaedia, pp. 800-807, Bew York J 
IS. APpieton and company-_ 1883. 
18. Ibid., pp. 161-198. -
16 
Xentuckians who had been engaged in their own particular 
atruggle during the Revolution now enlisted in the arm, 
agamst the English.19 
Poll owing the War or 1812, XentuclQ' bee.... engaged 
in internal struggles over rinancial and political prob-
le.a, which were climaxed by the panic or 1837 4uriDg 
which period the question at "relier laws" rirst became 
a aatter or public importance. The people demanded re-
lier through legislation, which should permit the state 
to issue paper money which it was not to redeem in gold 
aDd silver. Pollticians seized upon the clamor tor 
reliet, and two parties sprang up, the "Reliet" and 
the "Anti-Relier." The question ot this type ot reller 
was brought berore the courts, and its unconstitution-
alit,. was determined. While talk or relier .easures 
contiDued trom time to time, nothing more was done 
about it until congress voted to lssue gold-backed 
notes to the amount ot ten million dollars. At this 
time the .exican War and numerous internal revolts 
stirred the national soene trom time to time, and the 
shadow of slavery cast its lengthening torm throughout 
the lalld.20 
During those hectic years preceding the Civil 
War, Kentucky stood tirml7 tor peace. Clay, crittenden, 
and other great pacificators argued loudly and long 
19. 'lbe American EnclcloP8;ed1a, pp. 148-814, Bew York; 
D. Appleton aDd ComP8D7, 1883. 
20. Ibid., pp. 215-254. -
.. 
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against war. Por, while Kentucky was a slave state, 
with kinship and sympat~ for the South, she neverthe-
less refused to leave the Union. Until september, 1861, 
Xentuck7 upheld her neutral stand. Then on September 
18, 1861, because of increasing pressure from partisans 
ot both sides in the struggle, Kentucq unofficiall,. 
abandoned the position ot neutral it,., though cl1ngiDg 
to the original ideas ot personal liberty, and rema1D1Ds 
111 the Union. XentucJt,. became the pawn of both the 
Borth aDd the South, and her posi tion as a border state 
became more untenable a8 the war progre8sed. During 
reconstruction, with the organization at the Preedmen's 
Bureau, whose operations in Xentuck7 were deepl,. resented, 
ltentucky turned more and more to the Democratic party, 
21 and the Republicans lost many former loyal Union men. 
Politic8 in Kentucky were in a turmoil for maDy 
78ar. following the war, for minor revolutions and 
struggl •• became constant. With the assassination ot 
Goftrnor Goebel in 1906, the seriousnes8 of the situa-
tion .eemed to dawn upon all factions, and with the 
8uccession of Beckham to the Governor8hip, affairs of 
state seemed on the wa,. to a aore peaceful course. 
Society was di8turbed from ttme to time by 8uch upris-
iDs. as the Ku nux nan, and the Bight Riders, out-
growth of the controversies between the tobacco bu,.ers 
22 
and growers, but these were settled satiafactorily. 
21. 
22. 
Lewis CollinS, A Hi.torl of Kentu0H' p. 13, coving-
ton, Kentuck7; Collins and Co., 18 I Vol. I • 
Cher 17 I .2E.. ll!., pp. 271-315. 
18 
The history of Kentucky has been written generally 
around the doings ot explorers, soldiers, settlera, and 
politicians, but the most iaportant element in the his-
to~ ot Xentuc.lQ" is its soil, aDd the most important DIm 
in the history. at Xentuck7 is that man who haa buUt a 
home upon the soil and laid the foundation ot thoae in-
dustries allied with :U;. While the early settler was 
undoubtedly a land despoiler, a fact caused in large 
part by the abuadaDce of rich land thr~out the coun-
t17, in aore recent 78ara an intense program of aoil 
conservation aDd 1Ilprovement haa been pursued through-
out the state. The larger part of Xentuc.lQ' is broad 
_adowland, aDd farming has been the moat important 
economic activity ot Kentucky since its earllest da78.23 
Kentucky's agriculture dates from 1"" when tbe 
first settlement was establlshed at Harrodsburg. A 
qulok settlement of the area known as the Bluegrass 
tollowed. By the time Kentuck7 was admitted to the 
Union, the Bluegrass had 125 settlements. Though the 
Penn71'o,al, a large fertlle sectlon of Western KentUCky, 
was early recognized as baYing considerable merit, it 
was By 1'90 tour or 
tive thousand settlers had penetrated the Pennyroyal, 
chletly tram the two settlements ot st. As~ph, estab-
lished in. 1"5, aDd Ellzabethtown, settled in 1'80. 
23. Cherry,!2. ~., pp. 315-319. 
19 
!he tarming ot those early Xentu~ settlers was, ot 
necessity, the selt-sutficing type. Little real agri-
culture was possible, except the raising ot corn, beans, 
pumpkins, and melons in the clearings. The principal 
~plements of the pioneer were the axe, the hoe, and 
the Sickle, or scythe. Gradually agricultural activi-
ties expanded to include the growing and keeping of 
livestock UDder open range conditions and the keeping 
ot cows to supply milk to tbe household. Wheat was 
early harvested near Harrodsburg, and potatoes, turnips, 
aDd other garden vegetables were added to the restrioted 
resources. Later hemp, flax, and cotton were planted 
and orchards were started. By 1'90 barter economy in 
KentuCkJ was changing to a money ecoDQBJ, and gradually, 
sufficient laDd was cleared to permit production ot a 
considerable mar~et surplus. The distance and the 
ltm1ted transportation tacilities at that time precluded 
sending produce to marKet from many sections of the 
farming regions, even from those near the center of the 
Bluegrass. consequently along the bottoms of the Ohio 
River, many farmers began to cultivate crops, raise 
livestock, and wor~ toward a surplus, which could easily 
be sent down the river to markets. Land in and around 
Kentuc~y' s tastest growing city, Louisville, was eager1,. 
tuen up, and farming was rapidly becoming the major 
24 activity of the people. As early as 1800, the tDtluence 
24. ItentuclQ" Agricultural Experiment Station, Bulletin 
Bo. 35', pp. 25-27, Lexington; 1935. 
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ot e'Yen a 8ma11 urban area could be seen on the tarminS 
areas surrounding it. An examination ot the extent to 
which this early influence, chiet1T geographical, has 
increased may be seen adequately through a study ot one 
ot those rural areas in relation to the urban area ot 
Louisville and Jetferson County. 
In 1796, Kajor William B. Taylor, a RevolutionarT 
War soldier trom Virginia, on his RevolutionarT grant 
ot $1,333.33 bought a thousand acres ot land along the 
Ohio River and moved there with his tamily. About the 
same time, settlers with an eye to fertile tarm land, 
were moving in to occupy the land adjacent to the main 
roads, two ot which crossed near Kajor Taylor's holdings, 
the Westport-Bardstown Road and the Louisville-Frankfort 
Road. In 1800, Kajor Taylor oftered the 0r088roads 
settlers titty acres lying around the intersection ot 
the roads trom hi. Revolutionary land grant. The otter 
was accepted, and the land was laid off by a French en-
gineer, Bondurant, and the present county seat of Oldham 
25 
county had its beginning. 
More and more settlers gathered around the ~uclear 
group at the Orossroads, and in 1823 Oldham county was 
created by an act of the Kentucky legislature trom parts 
ot Jetferson, Shelby, and Henry Counties, torming the 
seventy-fourth in the State. It i8 situated in the north 
central part of the State, bordering on the Ohio River, 
which separates it trom the state of Indiana, and forms 
25. Mary o. Goldborough, "LaGrange Celebrates 100 Years," 
Louisville Herald Post, January 10, 1926. 
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its western and northern boundary, with Trimble and 
Henry Counties on the east, Shelby and Jefferson on the 
south. 26 It is approximately one hundred and ninety-
one square miles in extent, comprising about 115,000 
acres. About n1Dety-four per cent of its area is in 
farm land.27 Oldham County was named in honor of 
Colonel William Oldham, soldier and officer in the 
ReTolutionary War. Pollowing the war, he resigned in 
1'779, came to Kentucky, locating at the falls of the 
Ohio. Later he cOlID8.nded a regiment in st. Clair'S 
ill-fated army, in 1791, and fell in that disastrous 
battle with the Indiana.28 LaGrange, the seat of Jus-
tice siDee 1827, was named in honor of the Marquis de 
la Pa7ette' s residence in France, at"ter the famous 
visit of the Karquis to Xentucq. The original county 
seat was Westport, situated on the Ohio River about 
eight miles from LaGrange, which is more centrally 
located in the oounty.29 
Oldham Count7 haa tws alwa7& been a region of 
farmers and farming. The original settlers sought to 
aettle in rich farm land, where there would also be a 
market which they could supply with their surplus crops. 
They were originally from Virginia and the eastern statea. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
Perrin, Battle, Kniffen, ~. cit., p. 633. 
lewton Bright, xentuekJ Descr~ion bl Counties, 
p. 333, Kentucky BUreau of Agr cuiture, BUlletin 
34, 1925. 
Perrin, Battle, Kniffen, ~. oit., p. 633. 
Collins, ~. ~., Vol. II, pP;-667-668. 
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They desired not only a home, but also an adequate 
living, which they telt was assured by the existence 
ot the open mar~et in Louisville, where they could 
sell their farm aDd dairy prodUcts. In the beginning 
they lived a selt-sufficient life on their own tarms. 
In one sense their tarms were isolated independent units, 
as their chiet economic and social contacts consisted 
mainly in cult1vat1ng and mar~et1ng their tarm prodUcts. 
Today the 11te ot the Oldham county tarmer may be seen 
in a d1tterent light. The tarm as an 1s01ated un1t bas 
largely disappeared. Bo longer 1s the tarm tam11y de-
pendent upon the prodUction and dispos1tion of tarm 
products in the city markets tor its economic and social 
contacts. The econo~c and social Situation in which 
the Oldham county family finds itself today baa became 
complex, with contacts outs1de the farm and village, 
even outside the county 1tself, as diverse and d1tfuse 
as they were once centralized and s1ngle. 
III. 
Chapter II 
Population of Oldham Count~ 
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Chapter II 
I 
Population ot Oldham County 
Geography 
Oldham county i. approx1mately one hundred aDd 
ninet7-0De .quare miles in extent, with a pOPQlation 
ot 7,402. 30 The elevatiODS ot this area do not exceed 
850 feet above sea level. The county i8 hilly through-
out, but the average reliet is not more than oue bundred 
and tUty teet. The lowlands ot the Ohio River are 
broad and the 80il is tertile. The mean 7ear17 tem-
perature is 54.'7 degree8 Fahrenheit, and the mean 
annual precipitation is 35.52 inches. Killing trosts 
u8ual17 occur from early Bovember to early April. 
Harrod's Greek in the Dorth and the headwaters ot 
Floyd's Fork of Salt River 1D the south are the prin-
cipal streams supplementing the Ohio River in torming 
31 
a natural watering and drainage s7stem. 
The bard roCJts ot Oldham county consist ot the 
series of Upper Ordovician, Silurian, and Devonian 
11mestoDes, sandstones, and shales, the lowermost sedi-
ments being priDcipal17 calcareous representatives ot 
the Upper Cincinnatian type, while the 70UDgest .edi-
ments are thin restricted outliers. Bottoms ot the 
Ohio River and Harrod's Greek show alluvial aDd glacial 
30. Pitteenth Census ot the United State., p. 31, 
ia.hligton; united States Dept. or oommerce, 1930, 
Vol. III. 
31. Bright, 22- ~., p. 333. 
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sedtaents ot Recent and Pleiatocene Age. The north-
we~tern part ot the district waa covered by the Illi-
noian glacial ice sheet and outwash. Occaaional Cana-
dian erratics are-found not tar removed trom the Ohio 
River. The structural attitude of Oldham Count'1 is 
that of a north-westward dipping monocline as 11.&'1 be 
readil,. seen trom its low position geographicall'1 on 
the western flank ot the 0inciDnati arch. Kinor 
flexures traverse this count'1, but faults of major 
32 signiticance are not known to occur. 
The principal mineral resource of Oldham is 
limestone which i8 available here in quantity and 
qualit'1 suitable for highway, railroad bed, and urban 
lintild1l1g constl'Uction. Certain Oldham County 11mestones 
are used for cement and agricultural lime purposes. 
Ola'1 and ~lay shales ot both transported and residual 
character are available tor ordinary brick maktng.33 
Wells ot medium depth drilled into the under-
l,.ing ordovician sed1ments produce mineral water of 
excellent character. A number ot springs of rather 
superficial origin occur in the vicinitY' of the Silurian 
and Devonian 11aestones. Good sands and gravelS in 
inexhaustible quantity may be taken trom the Ohio River 
bed. Oil and gas in very small quantities bave been 
32. Map ot Areal and Structural GeologJ' ot Oldham 
oounty, Frankfort; Kentuoky Geological Survey, 
1929, Interpreted by W. R. Jillson. 
33. Bright, 22. !!!., p. 333. 
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:toW1d 111 wells drilled to shallow depths into the 
Ordovician beds chie:t17 in the vic1nity of LaGrange. 
The Cincinnati and LouisvUle Division of the 
Louisville and lashvllle Railroad crosses the countT 
:trom northeast to southwest, and is joined at LaGrange 
by the Bloomfield Branch o:t the same sTste.. Inter-
state busses cross Oldham countT en route :trom LouisvIlle 
to Cinc1Dnatl. Local busses, :running from LaGrange 
into LouisvIlle, serve the countT for local transpor-
34 tatien purposes. The map shows the network o:t roads 
and highways which cross the countT. 
While agrIculture is the basic industry of the 
countT,35 the eight villages and hamlets and two small 
towns prov1de a number of occupations for 1100 o:t Old-
ham County's 7,402 inhabitants. Table 1 in the Appen-
dix shows tbe variety of gaintUl occupations of both 
male and :temale persons over ten Tears of age and the 
number engaged in each. Of the total 2,499 engaged in 
gainful occupations, 1,399 are occupied in agricultural 
pursuits and 1,100 in non-agricultural act1vities. The 
bu11ding industry, steam and street railways, and whole-
sale and reta1l trade employ greater numbers ind1vidually 
and collectively than any other Single item or group of 
items. The greater number of emplo,.ed wOllen are found 
in domestic service. The importance of agriculture as 
34. Bright,,22-!!l., p. 333. 
35. Ibid. -
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the chier industr,. Dl&,. be ea.l1,. determined when the 
actual rigures are considered. Agrlculture emplo,.. 
299 more persons than the sum of all the other oc~pa-
tions. 
Characteristics of the Population 
The population 01' Oldham county as a whole i. 
almost completel,. homogeneous. It has been stated that 
tarming populations as a wbole are more homogeneous in 
respect to origin than are urban, but an investigation 
proves that there are as Jl8.D.y kinds of population vari-
ables in the total rural farming population as in the 
total urban population. The per aent of all the variables, 
however, i. less in the rural than in the urban. Of the 
total urban population of the United states in 1930, 
15 per aent were born abroad, whUe onl,. 3 per cent of 
the rural farm population .ere of toreign nativlt,.. 
Hence 9' per cent 01' our rural farm inhabitants are 
homogeneous in the sense 01' being natlve born in com-
parison wi th 85 per cent of urban 1nhabi tants. 36 An 
exam~Datlon of Table 2 ill the Appendix shows that of 
the total population of Oldham uounty, 6,630 of the 
'7,'02 are of native white parentage, while onl,. 56 are 
roreign born. The percentage of native white is 89 
while that of the foreign born is less than one per cent. 
36. John Korris Glllette, Rural Sociologr, p. 263, He. 
York; The Jlacm11lan CompaJ1,., 1036. 
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i'he remaining 10 per cent is taJten up by the Begro 
popula tion, of whom there are 716 111 the county. Thus 
the statement of Oldham county's general hamogeneity 
may be defended by statistics. 
Table 3 111 the Appendix shows the age groups in 
Oldham County by color, nativity, and sex. While the 
largest groups of the population are clustered in the 
age groups between thirty-five and fifty-four, the 
median age of the total population is 25.'7 yeara. The 
median age of males of all classe8 ia 25.9 years, at 
the females of all classes 25.5 years. It is notable 
tha t there are no foreign born white children at all, 
and that the largest number of foreign bol"D white are 
the ten males between the ages of" sixty-tive and aeventy-
four. 
i'he median size of the rural family in the United 
States in 1930 was 3.6.3'7 The median size of the rural 
ramil,. in Oldham county in the same year was 3.3. The 
modal number of" families is two person families. Table 
1 shows the size of the famil,. in Oldham County with 
the number of families whose members range tram one to 
twelve. 
3'7. G1llette,!2. ~., p. 432. 
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Io. 1. Olassification ot ~lies in 
Oldham county by Size. 
Size ot Families lUmber ot Pam1lies 
1 persOD 160 
2 persons 476 
3 persons 384 
4 persons 318 
5 persons 223 
6 persons 132 
, persons '5 
8 persoDs 58 
9 persons 38 
10 persona 16 
11 persons 10 
12 persons e 
'fetal 1,896 
Most of the tamilies in Oldham County have no 
ohildren under ten years of age~ as Table 2 shows. Tte 
decrease in munbers ot tamilies as the number ot ohUdren 
under ten increases is sim11ar tor all families with the 
exception ot the number 24 tor Vegro families in the 
"3 under 10" class. This item compares closely with the 
38. Oensus,.22,. m., p. 516. 
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tirst 01as8 in.Table 4 in the Appendix which reters to 
number, age, and color, in which there are proportion-
ately large numbers ot Begro ohildren, both male and 
temale, under the age ot tive years. 
Bo. 2. Classification ot Oldham county Families with 
Children UDder Ten Years ot Age According to 
BWaber and Color.~. 
lUmber ot 
ChUdren under All Familie. lIfative White legro 
10 Years ot Age 
o under 10 1,159 1,022 137 
1 under 10 310 291 19 
2 under 10 203 le9 14 
3 UDder 10 197 1'73 24 
'fotal 1,869 1,6'75 194 
The question most closely allied with the tamily 
in Oldham county is the marital composition ot the 
county. Table 3 presents the tacts by age and sex. 
Twenty-nine per cent ot the Oldham connty males above 
tifteen years ot age are single, 62 per cent are married, 
and '7 per cent are widowed. Twenty-two per cent ot the 
t..ales in Oldham county above titteen years ot age are 
Single, 64 per cent are married, and 12 per cent are 
widowed. ot the males tifteen years of age and older 
pO 
39. census,~. m., p. 516. 
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in the national tabulation of the rural population tor 
1930, 59 per cent were married, as were 64 per cent of 
40 
the temales ot the same age. The national percentage 
ot single males over tifteen years ot age was 34.', ot 
41 
temales 25.2. The t1gures sbow a cons1stent l1m1larit7 
With regard to the widowed class. Divorce t1gures tor 
Oldham county are 10 small that a compar1son with the 
national tigures would be insign1ficant. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
Io. 3. Marital Composition i~ Oldham county 
by Age and Sex. 
Status Males 15 
Years Old 
and Over 
Single '93 
Married 1,64' 
Widowed 186 
Divorced 2' 
Total 2,653 
Gillette, ~. !!i., p. 433. 
Ibid., p. ~5. 
Oensus, ,22. !!l., p. 919. 
Female 8 15 
Years Old 
and Over 
565 
1,634 
320 
15 
2,534 
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Development ot Oldham county Society 
In a stud:y' ~ any pbase or factor ot s ociet,. or 
any stage in its development, social science is helped 
by the theory ot evolutionary processes. !he essential 
ideas in evolutionary growth are ex~sion, d1tteren-
tiation, specialization of parts and functions, and 
increasing interdependence and uniticatlon ot the parts. 
In the development of soclety in general, rural society 
bas played a fundamental part. The development of 
SOCiety has been interpreted in many ways, but in the 
analysis ot its groups the part played by rural-agri-
cultural society haa never been minimized. A possible 
analysis includes the tollowing stages, beginning with 
the lowest stage, and evolv1ng into the highest; or, 
beginning with the s1mplest unicellular DUcleus and 
evolving into the most complex, multi-celled organism. 
Pre· 
Agricul-
tural 
Agricul-
tural 
Indus-
trio-
Agricul-
tural 
I. Nomadic hordes 
II. Bomadic kinship hunting and fishing 
v1llages 
III. Sedentary kinship bunting and hoe-
culture villages 
IV. Sedentary kinship hoe-culture 8.Dd 
bunt1ng villages 
V. K±nship agr1cultural communal villages 
VI. Agricultural communal villages 
vn. Trade towns 
VIII. Farmers living apart on taras 
IX. Industrial and trade c1ties43 
43. Gillette,~. !!l., pp. 12-24. 
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Por the purposes ot this atud7, the most notable \ 
thing about this brief resume of the development ot 
societ7 in general and rural-agricultural society in 
particular is the differentiation in the fifth, sixth, 
and seventh stages of rural societ7 into rural-agr1-
cultural aDd rural Don-agr1cultural pbases, or, as it 
is more commonly known, rural farm and rural non-farm. 
During these stages the communal villages and trade 
towns sprang into existence, drawing for the1r members 
large numbers of the vast rural-agricultural population. 
In man,. sections, the development of society in that 
immediate 10calit7 never passed the seventh and eighth 
stages. In man7 cas.s geographic conditions 1Dtluenced 
this 11JB1tation. In others pro:x1mit,. to the markets ot 
neighboring industrial and trade cities precluded the 
c.ntralizat1on and spec1alization necessitated by in-
tense urbanization. This stud,. of Oldham County at the 
present time is a good example ot a particular local it,., 
completely rural by nature, differentiated into rural-
farm aDd rural non-tarm parts, and 1Dfluenced'by its 
.4 proximity to a nearby urban area. Any location with 
a population less than 2,500 is cons1dered "rural" by 
census detinition. This classification w11l be adhered 
to in this SRrvey of Oldham Count,.. 
In Table 4 in the Appendix a definite picture of 
the rural populat1on of Oldham uaunt,., with differentiation 
44. Gillette, !i. . .!.!:..., pp. 39-49. 
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into rural-~ar. aDd rural non-farm, placed in conjunc-
tion with the ~i~rea ot the rural population ot Ken-
tuclq, a,. be seen. Xentucq' a rural population ia 65 
per cent rural tarm and 35 per cent rural non-tara. 
Oldham Oount,. ia 51 per cent rural ta~ and 49 per cent 
rural non-~ara. With regard to natlvitl aDd color the 
homogeneltl of the rural population o~ the count,. aDd 
the atate becomea apparent. Batlve whitea ma~e up 99 
per cent of Kentucky" a rural pOPlla tiOD and 89 per cent 
of Oldham oounty'a. Bative whites make up 99 per cent 
at the state'a rural farm populatlon and 95 per cent ot 
Oldham count,.'a. Bative whites tor.. 89 per cent ot 
Kentucky's rural non-farm population and 83 per cent ot 
Oldham Countl'a rural non-~arm populatlon. The percent-
ages are aimilarl,. high with regard to persona ot natlve 
parentage in the count,. aDd state, but the tigures aa 
well aa the percentagea drop sharply wlth regard to 
toreign parentage or torelgn born whites. The number 
ot Negroes ranges trom six per cent in the state to ten 
per cent in the county, with the majoritl ot them placed 
in the rural ~arm clas a in the count,. and in the rural 
non-tarm class in the state. The :flgures as well as the 
percentages show a close correspondence between the 
count,. and the state, aDd a pronounced homogeneitl of 
population With respect to color and nativit,. in both 
the rural farm and rural noh-~arm divlsions. 
Table 5 in the APpendix g1ves a representat1ve 
p1cture at the rural tarm and rural non-tarm populat1on 
in Oldham Count,... The t1gures and the percentages bear 
out the assert10n made in the preceding paragraph re-
garding the homogeneous nature ot the rural populat1on. 
The most obv1ous tactor d1scovered 1n anal,.zing 
Table 6 in the Appendix la,. in the tact that the _dian 
age ot the tarm populat1on1s less than one ,.ear older 
than the median age ot the total populat1on ot Oldham 
Count,., and that the med1an age ot the non-tara popula-
t10n 11 less than one year ,.ounger than that ot the 
total populat1on. In other words, 1t becomes apparent 
tbat occupat1on and age have 11ttle bear1ng upon one 
another w1th regard to Oldham Count,.'s rural populat1on. 
The median age ot the rural tarm populat1on 1s 26.1 yearl, 
ot the rural non-tarm 25.0 ,.earl. Once again there 
appear. to be a grouping ot large numbers between the 
ages ot thirt,.-tive and f1tt,.-tour, but Table 6 show. 
other large numbers between the ages ot ten aDd nine-
teen. It 1s not1ceable thatatter the age ot titt,.-tour 
the numbers drop more sharpl,. tor the rural tara popula-
t10n than tor the rural non-tarm. Thele tigures 1Dd1cat. 
a rather unlooked-tor trend wb1ah coinc1des w1th what 
has been descr1bed a. the great backward tlow of people 
from c1ties to tarms and villages. Th1s movement, which 
began in 1929, has increased tb8 number. of ,.oung people 
under twent,. ,.ears ot age on the tarm aDd the number. 
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of people 1n the age group between th1rt7-tl ve aDd 
tlft7-tlve ,ears. Accordlngly, it bas reduced the 
average age of the country population because ot the 
returD of many young people and because many more young 
people did not leave the tarm. 45 
Agriculture 
Bo study of a rural area devoted exclusively or 
in part to the pursult ot agriculture could be con-
sidered complete without a careful analysi8 of the 
farms and farming of that section. Table 7 in the 
AppeDdix introduces an analysi8 ot the agriculture ot 
Oldham County, giving a broad plcture of the speclal-
ized use of the land devoted to farming. Of the 115,000 
acre_ comprising the total area of Oldham County, 
108,831 acres, or 94 per cent, are given over entirely 
to agriculture. Of that area, 33 per cent i8 in crops 
barve8ted yearly. Only 901 acres in 1930, aDd usuall,. 
1,000 yearly, failed to produce usable crops. ot the 
remainder, 25 per cent i8 plowable, 12 per cent i8 wood-
land used for pasture for the dairy farming, whlch i_ 
ODe of Oldham county's most profitable agricultural 
eDdeavors. 
In order to clarity the terms used in the follow-
ing tables and the interpretation of those tables in the 
45. J. H. Xolb aDd E. deS. Brunner, A stUd~ of Rural 
SOCie!!, pp. 176-179, 219-227, Bew for ; HOUShtOD 
Mtttl Company, 1935. 
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text, it is necessar,. that basic definitions be incor-
porated into the bod,. ot the text. A tarm, for census 
purposes, is "all the land which is directly taraed b,. 
one person, either by his own labor alone or w1th the 
assistance of aembers of his household or hired emplo,.ees." 
All land operated by a partnership is considered a tarm. 
A tarm ma,. be made up ot a single tract of land or ot a 
number or separate tracts; the separate tracts ma,. be 
held under d1fferent tenures, as when a tarmer own. one 
tract aDd rents another. When the owner haa one or more 
tenants or maDagers, the land occupied b,. each 1a con-
sidered a farm. A tract ot land under three acres is 
not considered a tarm unless its agricultural products 
in 1929 or 1930 were valued at more than two bundred .aDd 
46 fift,. dollars. 
Farm operatars are class1tied according to the 
tenure UDder whiCh the,. oc~p,. and operate their tarms. 
The tour general classes are as to110ws: tull owners, 
tarmers who "own all the land which the,. operate;" part 
owners, farmers who "own part ot the land which the,. 
operate and rent and operate additional land;" managers, 
tarmers who "operate farms for the owners, receiving 
wages or salaries for their serv1ces;" and tenants, 
tarmers who "operate hired land onl,.." The olass of 
tenants 1s divided into two parts, cash tenants, who 
pay a cash rental, either by the aores or by the tarm 
~6. Ko1b and Brunner, 22- !ll., p. 2. 
--------- .- -_._._------------------
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as a whole, and all other tenants, 'which includes those 
on the complete sbare-cropper basis and those who give 
part of the crop aDd part cash for the use of the laDd.4' 
Farms are classified by type. The nine types ~ 
farms fou:ad in Oldham county are the following: C&sh-
grain, farms which consist of a combination of corn, 
wheat, oats, barley, grain sorghum; crop specialty, 
farms which specialize in growing one crop or a combi-
nation of a certain kind of crops, as sweet sorghum for 
syrup; fruit, farms which specialize in small fruits, 
tree fruits or grapes; truck, farms on which all the 
vegetables are sold; dairy, farms which specialize in 
milk, cream, butter fat, butter, dairy cows and calves, 
poul try, farms which produce only ch1C.kens, ducks, geese, 
turj[eys, and eggs; animal specialty, farms which include 
all classes of meat animals, or a farm in which "empha-
s1s is placed upon the produotion of crops and feeding 
of livestock;" general, farms where the value ot pro-
duuts from any single source did not DJaj[e up aa much aa 
forty per uent of the total value of all the products; 
selt-sufficing, farma where "the value of farm products 
used b7 the family was tifty per cent or more of the 
total value ot all the productsi" and, tor purpose. ot 
convenience, abnormal farms, which includes the insti-
tut10n or country estate, the horse farm, feed lot, or 
l1vestock dealer, or, those tarms of "unusual type." 
47. Kolb and Brunner, £E. ill,., p. 3. 
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In organizing this classification, the sales ot products 
or groups ot products tor each ot the main types had to 
represent torty per cent or more ot the total value ot 
all the products ot the/farm betore it was placed in a 
48 particular type classitication. 
Table 4 gives the number ot farms ot each type 
in Oldham Gounty classified according to size. There 
are more dairy tarms than any other type, though the 
animal specialty farms lead the group in size with a 
median size ot 252.26 acres. The large number ot crop 
specialty farms may be accounted for by Oldham Oounty'. 
predilection tor growing orchard grass seed. The size 
ot the crop is shown in a later figure • 
.. 
4:8. Kolb and Brunner, ~. ill., p. 3. 
S1ze in 
Acre. 
Under 3 
3 • 9 
10 - 19 
20 - 49 
50 - 99 
100-1'14 
1'15-259 
260-499 
500-999 
~00O-499~ 
Total 
50. 4. Class1t1cat10n ot Type4St Farm 1ft 
Oldham County by S1ze. 
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Gen- Cash crop Fru1t Dairy .An1- Poul- Coun- Selt-
eral Grain Spec- mal t17 try sut-
1alt7 Spec- Es- t1c-
1alt7 tate 1Dg 
0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 ° 
4 0 '1 0 1 0 0 6 11 
8 0 8 0 2 1 2 9 10 
21 4 23 1 20 4 3 10 22 
45 1 36 0 41 8 1 11 25 
51 0 27 0 71 23 0 4 5 
19 1 15 0 35 14 0 4 1 
17 1 11 1 18 25 0 3 0 
1 0 2 0 5 4 0 2 0 
0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 
166 '1 130 3 194 80 6 50 74 
Table 5 shows the value ot the prodUcts ot each 
type ot tarm. Dair7 prodUcts lead th~ group w1th a 
med1an value ot $1,234.49. other 'products w1th a med1an 
value over $1,000 are the truit tarms,general, and 
animal specialty tarms. The value ot products of the 
crop apecialty farms l1es in the group below a median 
value at $1,000. This t1gure, $655.86, aeems low when 
consider1ng the f1~res in the table in which there are 
49. Kolb and Brunner, 2E,. ill., p. 553. 
many farms of this t;ype listed in the upper brackets, 
fro. $1,500 to over $10,000. This is especiall, true 
when the amount of crops harvested indiv1duall, i. 
viewed in Table 8 in the Appendix. Tbe crop special.t7 
farm is devoted almost exclusively to the pr~ct10n 
of orchard grass seed, which reached a total ot 35,843 
bushels in 1930. Oldham county produces more orchard 
grass seed than any other county in the United states, 
providing tor its producers a consistent adequate annual 
income. 
Bo. 5. C1assitication or Type of Fa~oin 
Oldham county by Value of Products. 
Value Gen- Cash Crop Fruit Dairy A.ni- Poul- ooun-
(t) eral Grain Spec- mal try try 
ia1ty Spec- Es-
ial.ty tate 
Under 25C 2 0 8 0 1 0 0 11 
250-399 7 3 12 0 1 1 1 8 
400-599 14 m 15 0 8 11 1 8 
600-999 44 0 35 0 28 15 1 11 
1000l!"'1499 36 1 18 1 39 18 0 3 
1500-2499 24 1 15 0 48 10 3 3 
12500-3999 21 1 11 2 45 11 0 3 
4000-5999 9 0 6 0 12 , 0 0 
6000-over 9 0 6 0 9 7 0 3 
1l0000-over 0 0 4 0 3 0 0 0 
Total 166 6 130 3 194 80 6 50 
An It indicates that no figures were received. 
50. Kolb and Brunner, 2£. m.., p. 553. 
Selt-
Suf-
tic-
ing 
x 
It 
It 
It 
It 
% 
% 
% 
% 
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The study of the far.m in Oldham county necessi-
tates including the question of color and nativity in 
relation to tenure of operator. Table 6 supplies the 
figures for white and colored farmers and the amount of 
land which each farms. Less than one per cent of all 
farms are owned by Negroes, who farm less than one per 
cent of the total farm acreage. As may be seen in 
Table 7, the majority of both owner and tenant families 
in Oldham County is either native white or ot native 
parentage. Table 8 gives figures of the rural farm 
families of the county, and again the majority of both 
owner and tenant families i8 either native white or ot 
native parentage. Begro families make up a little more 
than ten per cent of the tenant families in Oldham 
County and a little less than ten per cent ot the owner 
families. It thus becomes apparent that Oldham count,. 
stands within the limits of those agricultural sections 
ot great homogeneity, even in respect to tenancy, wher~ 
in some sections population variables appear to be greater 
in number. 
Jo. 6. Farms and Farm Acreage
5
fD 
Oldham County, 1930, by Color. 
Farma Land in Farms 
(Acres) 
White '168 10'1,523 
Colored 15 1,308 
I 
Total '183 108,831 
51. Kolb and Brunner, 2,E. ~., p. '154. 
Ho. 7. Olassification of Oldham Count7 
FamilIes OD the OWDer-Tensn~2Balll, 
According to Hatlvlt7. 
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XatlvIt 7 All owner Tenant 
FamilIes FamIlIes Fam11Ies 
lfative White 1,(65 873 792 
Xative Parent 1,580 817 763 
Forelgn or 
)(1%ed Parent 95 66 29 
Foreign Born White 27 23 4 
Begro 194 90 104 
Total I,QO:t 1,8" 1,1Im 
Xo. 8. Olassification of Oldham Caunt7 
Rural Farm FamIlIes on the owner-ssnant Bas18, 
According to BatIvIt7. 
J'atlvlt7 ¥ All OWner Tenant 
Faml1les FamilIes Familles 
Batlv. WhIt. 836 45'1 375 
lfative Parent 788 - -
ForeIgn or 
K1Jted Parent 48 - -
Foreign Born White 11 11 -
1 
Besro 33 7 24 
fatal 880 475 399 
52. Xolb and Brunner, 2E • .ill., p. 516. 
53. Ibid., p. 523. -
I -
I 
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More tenants may be found on the country estates 
and crop specialty 1'arms than on any other type of farm, 
as may be seen in Table 9. There are sixty-six tenant 
operators on both the country estates and the crop 
specialty farms. This number is followed closely by 
fifty-seven,tenant operators on the dairy farms and, 
forty-nine on the general farms. 
Vo. 9. Classification 01' TlP8 01' pa~ in 
Oldham county by Tenure of Operator. 4 
Tne of Farm Full Part Tenant 
OWner OWner 
cash Cropper other 
General 94 23 13 5 31 
cash-Grain 5 0 0 1 1 
crop 
Specialty 53 10 6 19 41 
Fruit 2 0 0 0 0 
Dairy 106 27 11 9 37 
Animal 
Specialty 48 8 8 2 13 
Poultry 4 2 0 0 0 
Institution 
or country 
Estate 49 3 14 20 32 
Selt-Sutfic-
ing 42 7 3 7 15 
Total 403 80 55 63 170 
54. Kolb and Brunner, ,2£. ill., p. 582. 
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The proportion of tenanc7 in Oldham Count7 is 
37, of wham more than half are related to the landlord. 
Table 10 glves an accurate eummar7 of tenanc7 ln the 
count 7, wlth partlcular consideratlon glven to the per 
cent of tenants related to the landlord. The high 
percentage of tenants related to the landlord is con-
sistent wlth the evldence of the essentlal bomogeneit7 
of the rural populatlon of Oldham uount7, where natlve 
wb1tes comprlse 96 per cent of the owner elass of rural 
farm faml1les and 94 per cent of the tenant class ot 
rural farm taml1les. 
-, 
.0. 10. Land owned and Rented by Part owners, 
Tenants, Tenants Related to Landlord, agg 
cash Rent Paid, Oldham county, 19S0. 
classification BUmber 
Land owned and Rented by Part owners 
45 
Total lS,2l8 Acres 
OWned and Operated by Part owners 7,870 Acres 
Rented and operated by Part OWners 5,408 Acres 
Tenants Related to Landlord and cash 
Rent Paid 
Total 
Tenants Related to Landlord 
~ of All Tenants 
cash Tenants 
uash Tenants Related to Landlord 
~ of All cash Tenants 
oash Tenants Reporting Amount ot Reni 
Related to Landlord 
Bot Related to Landlord 
Relationship not Reported 
All other Tenants 
Other Tenants Related to Landlord 
% of All other Tenants 
288 
62 
21.5 
55 
20 
55 
20 
20 
15 
2S3 
42 
18.0 
In some agricultural sections, such as those 
parts ot the country where the need tor irrigation 
• 
55. Kolb and Brunner, ,2E. ill., p. 380. 
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necessltatea teamwork and inter-tarm cooperation, co-
operatlve marKetlng and cooperative tarming bave grown 
apace.56 Although there bas been no demonstrable 
natural necesalty tor cooperative wor& in Oldham uownty, 
nevertheless, cooperative marxet1Dg baa made a beginning 
in the county. Table 9 in the Appendlx gives a super-
ti~1al plcture ot cooperative marketing and tarm expen-
dltures tor the county_ It mar be seen that the value 
ot the products sold in this manner tar exceeds the 
value ot the supplies bought. From the small number 
ot farms reporting, lt may be concluded that the co-
operative movement is ot no large magnitude in the 
countye 
For purposes ot convenlence, Table 10 also in-
cludes farm machinery and facilities, and location of 
farms on various types ot roads in the county_ It is 
interestIng to note that in spite of the general re-
placement of the horse by the modern automobile, there 
are still tewer automobiles, trucks, and tractors on 
Oldham County tarms than there are horses and mules. 
on 523 tarms ot all types in Oldham county may be tound 
1,932 horses and mules, 145 more than all the licensed 
trucks and. passenger cars in the county. There are 
1,'8' llcensed trucks and passenger cars in Oldham 
Countye The rural farm populatIon owns '90 ot these 
vehicles, the rural Don-tarm populatlon 994. The ratio 
56. Gillette,~. ~., p. 48. 
4'7 
ot people to automoblles tor the rural farom population 
ls 2.'7, the rural non-tarm population 4.'7. Elght per 
cent of the rural farm homes are supplled with tele-
phone servlce. Three per cent have water plped to the 
house. only two per cent ot these homes use electricity. 
Only 1'79 of Oldham Countyts '783 tarms are located 
on paved roads. The rema1ning 604 are tound on roads 
ranging in compositlon trom loose gravel to rocK7 tral1s. 
The type of road on which many of the tarms are located 
may be one reason for the small number ot registered 
automobiles and truCkS in the county. 
The farm mortgage debt must be included in a re-
view of any rural sect10n t s general characteristics. 
Table 10 in the Appendix gives a complete account ot 
the financial status of the farm in Oldbam. county. ot 
all the tarms operated by owners, less than halt, or 
48 per cent, are mortgaged. ot the 193 mortgaged tarms, 
the value ot the land and bulld1ngs is placed at $2,091,885, 
and the amount ot the mortgage debt 1s $862,'701, or 41 
per cent ot the assessed valuation. This 1s not large 
in comparison with the total valuation given in Table 
11 ot all tarm land and bulldlngs ot $'7,350,403. 
Accordingly, Oldham uounty may be consldered very well 
stabllized financially. This becomes more apparent 
when the tact that citizens have authorized tor purposes 
ot highway tmprovement expendlture ot $225,000 18 con-
sidered.5'7 
5'7. Brlght'!E.~.' p. 333. 
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While this account ot Oldham oounty's general 
characteristics appears to be lengthy, the exclusiyely 
agricultural nature ot the county necessitates the in-
clusion of many details regarding agriculture in order 
that an adequate background may be laid tor the special-
ized study of the family which w11l come in a later 
chapter. 
shows: 
A summary ot the main points of the chapter 
1. That Oldham county is so equipped 
physically as to make farming profit-
able and the predominant occupation, 
2. That the population of Oldham county 
is a1most completely homogeneous, 
3. That there are relatively tew tenants 
in the county and that most of them 
are related to the landlord, 
4. And finally, that Oldham Oounty as a 
whole is in good financial condition. 
IV. 
Chapter III 
organization of Oldham Count7 
Chapter III 
Organ1zat10n of Oldham Count7 
Oommunlt7 organization 
Oldham County bas been divided by reason ot 
population and occupation into rural farm and rural 
49 
non-tarm sections. The areas ot social and economic 
contacts extend beyond the boundar1es of the indivldual 
tarm or neighborhood, and the tarmers and non-tarmers 
are cltlzens together ot a larger eommunit7, the count7 
as a whole. Thus the internal organization ot the 
county bas interest aeeording17. 
Oommunlty is a term whlch "is applied to socie-
ties and social groups where they are considered trom 
the polnt ot view ot the geographical diatribution ot 
the individuals and the institutiona ot which they are 
compoaed."57 By a rural communit7 is meant "a popula-
tion at low dens1ty inhabiting a w1de area, hav1ng a 
consciousneas ot kind based on common interests and 
modes of living and work1ng, who realize their common 
interesta by means of permanent organizat10n and central 
meeting place, w,hose chlef industry i8 agricultural 
extraction, whose 80cial organizations and reactions 
are relatively tell' and s~ple and are corre8pondingly 
modltied by spatial separation and mode ot production, 
57. Park and Burgess, An Introductlon to the Science 
ot Socioloil, p. 161, ohIoago; Unlvers1ty of 
Ohlcago Pre8s, 1932. 
and wbose cbiet social dependence and resort 1s the 
tamll,..n58 
50 
Actua11,. there are var10us kinds of local com-
mun1t1es, examples ot some ot wblcb appear 1n Oldham 
County. Betore d1scussing any ot the types ot com-
1IIUll1t1es wh1ch a,. be tound in tbe count,., 1t 1s neces-
sary to d1tferent1ate between "commun1t,.n and "ne1ghbor-
hood." The ne1ghborhood 18 perhaps the group most 
commonly tound 111 an,. sect10n, whether rural or urban. 
It 1s s1mp1y a group of fam111es l1vlng conven1ent1,. 
near together, wh11e the true commun1ty 1s a soc1a1 
group that 1s more or less selt-suff1cing, clustered 
around a center or centers of interest. 59 Genera11,. 
speaking the s~p1est form ot commun1t,. found in rural 
sect10ns 1s the open-country commun1ty, Wh1Ch 1s merely 
a group of agr1cultural people who have developed com-
man1ty consc10usness around a center or centers of in-
terest, who have a common meetlng place where they may 
meet to d1scuss and promote the general common we1fare. 60 
Though the ne1ghborhood 1s the f1rst group out-
side the family which has any soc1al s1gn1f1cance or 
any sense ot local un1ty, 1t 1s the open-country com-
mun1ty wh1ch has been the most prevalent type in Amer1can 
agr1culture, and in which the t1rst forms of de.tin1te 
organizat1on appear.6l Examples of this type of rural 
58. G1l1ette,~. ~., p. 96. 
59. Kolb and Brunner, !2. c1t., p. 111. 
60. G1llette,!2. ~., p.-r.rO. 
61. Kolb and Brunner, !E- ~_, p. 44. 
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communlty may be found tn Oldham Oounty in the settle-
ments at Ballardsvllle and Floydsburg. The farmers who 
llve in and around Ballard.vllle and make up the open-
country community are centered around the church and 
school. At the school they meet periodically to dis-
cuss the various phases of agriculture and general 
11ving. They oppose consolldation of schools, pre-
ferring the local institution to the better facilities 
ot LaGrange and urestwood. Their social life i8 bound 
up with the activltles of the church, the only other 
associatlon in the sectlon. This type of community 
may be dlstinguished from the neighborhood in Oldham 
uounty by comparing it with the sectlon known as 
"Herlcan Hollow," located in the extreme northwestern 
part of the county on the Ohl0 River. Herican Hollow 
lies at the end of an almost impassible road in the 
midst of many small, fertile farms lying ln the bottoms 
of the rolling country close to the river. There are 
no definitely organized social institutions within t$n 
miles, as the nearest i8 an elementary school ten miles 
north near Oldham Landing. Yet Heriean Hollow is a 
neighborhood where country people live. They are groups 
ot nelghbor tamilies whose members know each other by 
their first names. Their offspring, who attend school, 
walk the trail together. Their quilting bees and "corn 
sbuckints" and barn dances are attended by all the mem-
bers ot the neighborhood. They grow corn and sweet 
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sorghum for syrup, and in the early fall their molasses 
·stirs· are an institution in themselYes. Yet there is 
no organization, no definite center of interest, and 
Herican Hollow remains a neighborhood, as distinguished 
from Ballardsville, where the school and the church 
became a center ot tnterest, and which is thus an open-
country community. 
Another type of rural cODmlWlity in Oldham County 
which should be emphasized is the center commonl,. known 
as a hamlet. Unlike the open-country community, which 
is essentially a locality group integrated about one or 
more local institutions, the hamlet type is one centered 
about a small residence cluster of less than two hundred 
and fifty people, and having one or more local associa-
tions. 62 Those places which are characteristic ot the 
hamlet type ot rural community in Oldham County are 
Brownsboro, Crestwood, Goshen, and Skylight. In the 
case ot each locality the boundary lines between ham-
lets and open-country COMm3n 1ties are less sharply 
,,' 
drawn than in the case ot those between incorporated 
towns. In some instances, as for example Goshen and 
Sk1light, lines between hamlets become almost indis-
tinguishable, homes in each center stretching out 1n 
concentric rings or along the roadway until a general 
merging of those trom both hamlets occurs. In addition 
to the denser grouping of reSidences, the associations 
• 
62. Kolb and Brunner, 2E. ill., p. 50. 
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about which the place centers include usually a church 
or a school, a roadhouse or restaurant, aDd a garage or 
liTery stable. There is also a bank in Crestwood. 
Halfway between the country and the city may be 
found the small town or village, sharing in some degree 
the characteristics of each. A village has been de-
fined as a population center ranging in size from 250 
to 2,500 peoPle.63 In the evolution of society64 the 
simplest fo~ of village appeared at a very early stage 
in society's development. Later, trade towns developed, 
necessitated in part by the economics of supply and de-
mand and the :market si tua tion in which the farmer found 
himselt. It can be stated, therefore, that business, 
rather than social enterprise and residence, provided 
the essential motivation for the rise of the American 
65 rural village and small town. FUnctionally speaking, 
the village has been called a service station, uniting 
the farm producer with the city consumer aDd the country 
consumer with the city producer. 66 
There are, however, several types of agricultural 
villages. LaGrange, the county seat of Oldham Oounty, 
is an example of one type, the semi-complete, inter-
.ediate type. This type of center averages about 800 
to 1,000 people, with a range from about 400 to 1,200. 
63. Kolb and Brunner, .!!i.. m., p. '15. 
64. See Oh. II. 
65. Ibid., p. '1'1. 
66. ~., p. 96. 
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The population of LaGrange 1s 1,121, well within the 
presoribed lim1ts. The intermediate type is called 
semi-complete because otten it is lacking in meeting 
the "six-service standard; 'i' that is, it fails to 'have 
agencies in all of the following groups of service: 
economic, educational, religious, soclal, communication, 
and professional. Although the village may have agen-
c1es in all of the groups, one or more is often inade-
quate; that is, 1t may have a high school, but a very 
small one, poorly equipped or wi th an inadequate staft j 
6Ft a market, but a poof one. LaGrange, however, had 
another reason for its existence aside from business. 
There is a political baokground also to the origin of 
the small town,6S and this tact is demonstrable in the 
case ot LaGrange. Aside from its growth at the cross 
roads of transportation facilities, it was incorporated 
and made the legal seat of just1ce early in its history 
because of its central 10cat10n in the county. The 
necessity tor a courthouse, jail, and other county 
political organizations gave added impetus to the growth 
of Oldham Oounty's seat of government. LaGrange succeeds 
to a great extent in meeting the "six-service standard." 
There are grocery stores, bardware stores, and drygoods 
stores, two banks, tive churches, one picture show, one 
hall where public dances may be held, one school, with 
6Ft. Kolb aDd Brunner, £i. ~., p. 84. 
68. Ibid., p. FtFt. -
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elementary and secondary diVisions, consolidating several 
in that part of the county, one newspaper; there are 
both a railroad line and a bus line, and the town is 
supplied with pharmacists, doctors, and nurses. Thus 
LaGrange approaches the complete, selt-sufficing type 
of village, thaagh it tails to achieve that classifica-
tion because ot a small population and inadequate market 
facilities tor t~erst produce_ 
Po11tical Organization 
The political organization of Oldham Coanty 1s 
in accordance with the legislative provisions of the 
atate.· In order that an adequate picture may be pre-
sented of the offices ot the county government of Ken-
tucky, a chart has been included which covers both the 
mandatory and optional otfices ot the county- The chart 
was prepared originally by the Efficiency Commission ot 
the state thirteen years ago. The constitutional elec-
tive offices are the same as they were at that time. 
No changes have been made in either the optional or 
mandatory otfices of the state. Table 37 in the Appen-
dix shows the constitutional elective offices of the 
count.,.. Oldham County has a county judge, whose duty 
it is to preside over the county court, quarterly court, 
and tiscal court. 69 In addition to these duties, the 
69. Report ot the Efficiency Commission ot Kentucky, 
The Government ot Kentuckz, p. 562, Franktort; 
The state Journal Company, 1924. 
56 
count,. judge in Oldham County conducts juvenile hearings 
and sanity hearings. 
The county judge does his own clerking, although 
there is a county court clerk in the county. The duties 
ot the county court clerk consist mainly in taking care 
ot the records which are turned into the county court 
clerk's ottice and in assisting in the audit ot public 
accounts. Through his hands pass all registrations and 
licenses in the county. He is the state's recording 
agent; he collects the state's tees, pertorms various 
incidental tax asseasment functions, acts as clerk ot 
the tiscal court, and pertorms a variety ot ministerial 
duties under the election and other laws.70 
The county court clerk may be distinguished 
trom the clerk ot the circuit court, who acts as a re-
cording agent ot the circuit court. His duties consist 
in collecting costs and the taxes therein aDd torward-
lng them to the auditor ot the public accounts. He 
also exerclses certain judicial powers in the absence 
ot the circuit court judge, who is regularly in the 
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county once every three months. 
The sheritf is the executive arm ot the court. 
It ia his duty to execute various processes or writs. 
Re is also a peace otticer and as such has the power to 
make arrests on warrants issued b'1 the court. In cer-
tain cases he becomes a collector ot taxes. 
70. 
71. 
Report ot the Etficienc'1 Commission ot Xentuck'1, 
~. S!!., p. 562. 
~id., p. 563. 
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The justices of the peace, or magistrates as they 
are more commonly known, listed seoond in the table ot 
constitutional elective otficers, are judges ot minor 
civil and criminal cases in the county and district 
members or the fiscal court. They serve for no salary, 
and receive compensation in the torm ot tees alone. 
In s pi te ot the lack ot a stipul.a ted salary the otfice 
of magistrate is eagerly sought in county elections. 
The justices ot the peace, with the county judge, make 
up the fiscal court, which has complete supervision ot 
the financial administration ot the cOUDty.'12 Thus the 
pOSition may and otten does become a political plum. 
Oounty government in Kentucky has otten been severely 
criticized trom many angles, but no criticism has been 
more bitter in reoent years than_that turned by politi-
cal scientists on the justices ot the peace in the 
sta te. '13 There m8:1 legally be trom three to eight in 
each county, allowing ,tor variance in the territorial 
expanse ot the individual counties. Oldham county, one 
ot the smallest in the state, with an area ot one hundred 
and ninety square miles, is supplied nth eight justices 
of the peace, the maximum. number, making one magistrate 
to every 23.'1 square miles ot territory in the county_ 
!his, however, allows tor nine members in the fiscal 
court, g1 Ting the county judge or the odd member the 
'12. 
'13. 
Report ot the Efticiency Commission of Kentucq, 
!2. cit., p. 562. 
J. w:-ianning, "Kentucky Justices ot the Peace," 
American PolItical Science ReView, pp. 90-93, 
Vol. XXVII, 1933. 
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power to break a tie vote should one occur. In a case 
involving politics, the party which has the largest 
number of members in the fiscal court, even a majority 
of a single member, enjoys great advantages in matters 
of financial administration. 
Of the remaining elective offices in county 
governmental organization, Oldham County has the fol-
lowing: a coroner, a jailer, one constable, one county 
tax commissioner, a county treasurer, a county super-
intendent ot schools, a trustee of the jury fund, a 
county livestock inspector, who is also the only 
veterinarian in the county, a commissioner of the 
poor house, although in most counties the poor house 
is now extinct, and a county auditor. There are five 
members of the county board of education and eight 
members of the board ot supervisors. The most notice-
able omission may be found in the optional appointive 
offices (Table 30 in the APpendix), that of a county 
board of health and a county health officer. 
The town of LaGrange is organized on the same 
basis as other small towns in the state. The mayor, 
elected by the people, is the adm1nistrative head of 
the town government. He calls the meetings and sits 
as chairman of the council, made up ot five elected 
men, whose ~ty it is to discuss and solve the problems 
of administration which may arise in governing the town. 
59 
The oounc11 1s g1ven the power to admin1ster all money 
ra1sed by taxes or other means ror use 1n the tarn. 
The po11ce rorce or LaGrange consists or one man, elec-
ted by popular Tote. There 1s a Tolunteer rire depart-
ment or irregular number, whose compensation is based 
on payment or a dollar per each hour spent in fight1ng 
rires. 
Re11g1on 
Within the smaller communities in Oldham County 
and in the larger commun1ty that is the county itselr 
may be round the various churches in which the people 
engage 1n religious observance. Oldham County carries 
on its religious observances in the twenty churches 
scattered throughout the county_ There are six denomi-
nations of Protestant beliet and one ot the Catho11c 
fa1th. A check of attendance shows that an average ot 
twenty-two people out ot every hundred in Oldham County 
attend the special services on Sunday morning in the 
churches. An average number ot thirty in every hundred 
of the populat10n attend Sunday School in these churches. 
As most of the open country churches do not have evening 
serv1ces, a check on the attendance of the few remaining 
village churches would be insignificant. 
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Health 
A good measure or rural health organization is 
generally the presence or absence or a whole-ttme health 
organization or orficer.74 The ract that there is none 
in Oldham County raises the ~estion of public health. 
or the one hundred and twenty counties in Kentucky, 
eighty-rive have rull-time public health organizations 
under the jurisdiction or the state Board of Health or 
Kentucky. The chief or the state Board or Health, Dr. 
A. T. MoCormaok, is also the United states Commissioner 
of Public Health. The State Board ot Kentucky claims 
with sound reason to be among the finest organizations 
in the United States. Yet thirty-five counties retuse, 
usually for political reasons, to avail themselves of 
the opportunities and faoilities provided by this ser-
vice. Oldham County is among the thirty-five. Dootors 
and county orfioials or Oldham County wben questioned 
with regard to this dericienoy give the same answer 
private citizens give; the fiscal court refuses to vote 
the county money necessary to support the organization. 
There is, however, a doc tor in the oounty who is oommonly 
known as the "county dootor." He receives about fifty 
dollars a year, with no stipulated duties. Oldham County 
has five licensed physicians, one to every 1,480.2 in-
habitants, or one to every 38.2 square miles in the county. 
74. Gillette,~. !!l., p. 151. 
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Because of the lack of conventlonal health 
organlzatlon ln Oldham County, the status ot health 
ln the reglon merlts speclal attention. Table 11 in 
the Appendix glves a picture ot the births in Oldham 
County tor the years 1934-1935. While the births ot 
the county are interesting, mortallty rates contaln 
materlal more pertlnent to the status ot health in 
the county. Morbldity is a better index ot health 
than mortallty,75 but the lack ot adequate tigures 
tor the countles in Kentucky precludes any such measure 
ot interpretatlon tor Oldham County. Table 12 in the 
Appendix gives the total deaths and deaths trom specl-
tic diseases in Oldham County in 1935. This table is 
noteworthy chiefly because ot the number of deaths 
trom tuberculosis and diarrhoea. 
It ls the duty ot public health authorities to 
impress upon the public the t~damental principle of 
hygiene and sanitation, that of cleanliness with regard 
to food and drink. For example, in most rural sectlons, 
partlcularly those in which there is no health organi-
zation, llttle attention is paid to the actlvlties ot 
the common tly. The fly is known to be a transmitter 
of at least eighteen different kinds ot germs, among 
which tuberculOSiS and the dysenterles are most proml-
nent. While flies breed almost any place, 95 per cent 
76 
of them orlginate in horse manure. Therefore in any 
75. 
76. 
Gillette, ~. Cit., p. 134. 
Ibid., pp.-r60=I!l. .......... 
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agricultural section, particularly in a region where 
dairy farms and animal specialty tarms are so frequent, 
the necessity tor extreme care in guarding against the 
fly is obvious and important. The number of deaths in 
Oldham County caused by tuberculosis and "diarrhoea and 
the absence of a public health organization raises the 
question whether there may not be a definite correlation 
between the two factors. Dr. A. T. McCormack says, 
"There is little doubt that organization of public 
health facilities in Oldham County would materially 
lessen the dangers of death from ~ch diseases." 
No. 11. Total Births and Deaths and Rates per 
1,000 Population tor the Years '~25-l935. 
(stillbirths Excluded.) 
C1assi- 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 
fica-
tiOD 
Popula-
tion 7892 8000 8000 8000 8000 7402 7402 7402 7402 7402 7402 
Total 
Deaths 110 106 117 95 101 93 91 88 87 109 96 
Rate 13.9 13.2 14.5 11.8 12.6 12.5 12.2 11.9 11.7 14.7 13.0 
Total 
Births 156 153 141 143 144 149 120 100 129 112 120 
Rate 19.7 19.1 17.4 17.8 18.0 20.1 16.2 13.5 17.4 15.1 16.2 
Table 11 shows that there has been little variation 
in the death rate for the past ten years, and the birth 
1 d p 
77. Bul. of Health, ~. cit., Vol. IX, pp. 402, 487, 
527, 576, Vol. X, pp~8, 653, 695, 723, 752, 803. 
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rate has fluctuated but little more. Dr. McCormack 
made the statement that while many counties show a 
downward trend in the death rate, "it is significant 
that Oldham County has reduced its deaths very little, 
while most of the counties with a health organization 
show fewer deaths in recent years." It is unfortunate 
that the lack of information regarding deaths at speci-
fic ages in Kentucky counties precludes the possibility 
of obtaining a corrected death or birth rate, and thus 
the figures cannot be compared accurately with other 
sections of Kentucky or with rural areas throughout 
the country. The statement of such an authority as 
Dr. McCormack, however, bears same weight in a consi-
deration of the problem of public health in Oldham 
County. 
Bo statistics are available regarding venereal 
diseases in Oldham County. During 1936 only one case 
of syphillis was reported by a physician to state 
health authorities. This fact does not necessarily 
lead to the assumption that there is no venereal disease 
within the county. Absence of a health organization 
whose duty it is to investigate, report, and record 
the presence of venereal diseases may be a factor in 
explanation of this. It has been pOinted out in recent 
years in studies based on surveys made by the United 
States Bureau of the Census that there is less likeli-
hood of contracting certain diseases in rural areas 
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than in urban, especially those spread by personal 
contact. The evidence pOints in this direction with 
regard to venereal disease in Oldham County. 
Oldham County provides no general hospital 
service. According to the stipulated rules tor ad-
mission to the Louisville City Hospital, Oldham 
County residents may not enter the hospital in Louis-
ville tor treatment. Except in the case ot emergency 
or aCCident, patients trom localities other than 
Louisville may not be admitted, and it admitted tor 
any reason they may stay only as long as it is abso-
lutely necessary. The residents ot Oldham County thus 
depend upon the various private hospitals in Louisville 
and Jetferson County. 
Education 
In contrast to the deticiencies ot the health 
organization ot Oldham County stands the educational 
organization of the county. LaGrange was once known 
as an educational center. In 1840 a famous Masonic 
college was built in the town. The Funk School, a 
college for wamen, came into being in the years tol-
lowing the Civil War, and a private elementary school 
was established. In the meanwhile, during the later 
years ot the nineteenth century small country schools 
were springing up. The private schools mainly passed 
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out of existence with the turn of the centur,., and in 
1914 there were thirt,.-five public schools in the 
county.78 Since 1914 the number ot schools has been 
reduced from thirt,.-five to seventeen, making one school 
for each 11.2 square miles in the county. The count,. 
is divided into districts, and the state gives one-
th1rd, the county and district two-thirds tor the sup· 
port ot schools. 
There are three large consolidated schools in 
the county, located at Sky11ght, LaGrange, and Crest-
wood, with both elementary and secondary divisions. 
A fleet ot modern school busses serves the consolidated 
schools and many of the county elementary schools lo-
cated along the main routes. There are 1,566 white 
children of school age in the count1, and 168 legro, 
ot which totals 1,456 white ch1ldren are enrolled in 
school and 150 Negro. One thousand one hundred and 
ninety-tour white children attend elementary school, 
262 high school. Forty teachers, including principals, 
. are employed in Oldham County elementary schools, and 
twelve in the secondary schools. Elementary teachers 
are paid a total of $27,204.45, 1n the high school 
$15,060.86. Of the Negroes, 139 attend elementary 
school and 11 high school, which is organized in con-
nection with the elementary school. There are two 
'18. "LaGrange and Oldham Oounty," Lou1sv1lle; The -Oourier JourDal, Karch 26, 1923. 
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Negro schools in the county, both elementary. There 
is no provision for secondary schools for legroes. 
There are five Negro teachers, who receive a total of 
$2,766.63 yearly.79 
Table 12 gives school attendance in Oldham 
Oounty by ages, showing percentage of attendance. It 
is significant that as the ages increase, the school 
attendance decreases. Great difficulty is found in 
all rural sections in enforcing compulsory attendance 
laws, yet of all the children under thirteen years ot 
age in Oldham Oounty 91.8 per cent attend. 
79. 
80. 
No. 12. School Attendance in Oldham CQunty 
by Ages, Showing Percentage, 1930.80 
Ages of Children NUmber 
ot School Age 
Total 7-13 years 1,054 
No. Attending 968 
% Attending 91.8 
Total 14-15 years 273 
No. Attending 236 
% Attending 86.4 
Total 16-17 years 307 
No. A t tending 163 
% Attending 53.1 
Total 18-20 years 384 
No. Attending 90 
% Attending 23.4 
Educational Bulletin, pp. 232-233, Frankfort; 
State Board of Education, Vol. III, December, 1935. 
Census, 22- 2!!., p. 919. 
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The percentage attending school in the age 
group ot 14-15 years is likewise high considering the 
tact that Oldham County is predom1nant1y rural, aDd 
that the labor ot every child is considered almost a 
necessity on the tarm. The attendance in schools in 
rural regions is also measured by the length ot the 
school year. In Oldham County the schools run 180 
days, a tu.11 ten months each year, which makes the 
per cent ot attendance even high, tor throughout the 
United States the average number ot days school is 
held in one-teacher schools is 14'7, in two-teacher 
schools 149, in three-teacher schools 147, and in con-
solidated schools 158.81 The average in Kentucky, how-
ever, as a whole is nearer 180 days than 147. Inves-
tigations ot the National Child Labor Committee into 
school attendance ot tarm children showed that a large 
percentage of rural children of school age in Kentucky 
never attended school at all.82 
There is a direct connection between educational 
organization and illiteracy. Table 13 shows the com-
plete tigures on illiteracy in Oldham County. With the 
exception ot the large percentage of illiterate Negroes, 
the number ot illiterates in Oldham County is small. 
There is an obvious correlation in this instance between 
81. 
82. 
Alex Summers, Salaries ot Rural Teachers and Le1ith 
ot School Term in 1924, pp. 1-2, u. s. Bureau 0 
Edacation RUral Scnoo! Leaflet, No. 39. 
Gillette, ~. ~., p. 370. 
No. 13. Illiteracy in Oldham CoUftty by Nativity, 
Showing Percentage. 3 
Nativity NUmber 
Total 10 Years Old and Over 
or Oldham County Population 5,948 
No. Illiterate 350 
~ Illiterate 5.9 
Native White 5,315 
No. Illiterate 206 
% Illiterate 3.9 
Foreign Born White 56 
No. Illiterate -
% Illiterate -
Negro 577 
No. Illiterate 144 
% Illiterate 25.0 
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high percentage or school attendance and low percentage 
or illiteracy. 
In 1935 Kentucky spent $12.17 per capita for the 
support ot schools in Oldham County, a total of 
$19,546.00.84 The total sum spent on teachers in the 
county has been given. Elementary white teachers in 
the county average $681.00 a school year or 10 months, 
approximately $68.10 per month. High school teachers 
receive $1,255.00 per school year, or $125.50 per month, 
while Negro teachers are paid $553.00 a school year, 
83. Census, 22. cit., p. 919. 
84. Education :sulletin, 2£- ill., p- 262. 
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$55.30 per month. As there is one white teacher to 
every 28 pupils in the county, and one Negro teacher 
to every 30 Negro pupils the county may be said to be 
avoiding the old country school standard of over-
crowded inade~ate1y staffed one-roam, eight-grade 
schools. Though the remuneration is not great and 
cannot be compared with salaries in the city, the aVer-
age yearly salary is only $69.00 less than the national 
average of rural teachers' salaries in 1934, which was 
$750.00, while that tor rural Negro teachers was $278.00 
higher than the national average salary tor rural Negro 
teachers in the same year.85 
A list of the items for which Oldham County 
spent money in connection with education, and the 
amounts spent indicates to a large extent the standard 
ot education which the county endeavors to meet. They 
are: library books $36.92, water, light, and power 
. 
$378.73, upkeep of grounds $1,017.17, repair and re-
placement of fUrniture and equipment $348.13, promotion 
of health .75.00, enforced attendance $676.48, and 
transportation of pupils $5,661.30.86 This by no means 
is a complete list and is included merely to indicate 
the nature of the extra expenses devoted to educational 
organization in Oldham County. 
85. Gillette, 2£- Cit., p. 377. 
86. Education Bulletrn, .2,£- ~., pp. 346-347. 
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Group Activities 
No society is complete without a number of 
economic and social organizations within its midst. 
Various fraternal orders for men and women have local 
chapters in Oldham County, namely the Order of Free-
masons, the Eastern star, the Red Men, Modern Woodmen 
of the World, Loyal Order of Rebecca, and the Rotary 
Club. Membership is small and each organization 
draws its members chiefly from the area in and around 
LaGrange. All-county organizations consist chiefly 
of the Oldham County Farm Bureau and t~e Oldham County 
Home Makers Club. The former was organized about 1920, 
meets approximately six t~es a year, and has an active 
membership of 200. Its purpo se is to promote better 
farm legislation at Frankfort and WaShington and to 
promote cooperative purchasing in the county. At pre-
sent the Farm Bureau is endeavoring to promote an 
electrification project in the county. The Oldham 
County Home Makers Club was organized about the same 
time as the Farm Bureau. It meets twelve times a year 
and has 265 members, most of whom are wives of Oldham 
County farmers. The purpose is three-fold, educational, 
economic, and recreational. Work in the Farm Bureau 
progresses under the direction of a County Agricultural 
Agent, supported by the county, and the activities of 
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the Home Makers are carried on under the guidance of 
a Home Demonstration Agent, also supported by the 
county. The County Agent is an agricultural expert. 
The Home Demonstration Agent is a home economics expert 
and group organizer. The club work of the women con-
cerns itself with better home management, and with 
increased appreciation of and facilities for the so-
cialized use of leisure ttme. The schools cooperate 
with the farm home in promoting 4-H club work among 
the youth of the community, and with these three main 
organizations the leisure time activities of almost 
the total rural population of the county are concerned. 
Social Problems 
Widle this survey does not attempt in any way 
a study of the social problems of Oldham County, a 
brief outline of some of the major problems should be 
included. Social problems in rural regions are often 
not so apparent or obvious as those of urban sections, 
but recent years have seen increased recognition of 
the necessity for social welfare in rural SOCiety. 
It has been suggested that rural residents are not 
aware of social problems as problems, but consider a 
problem situation as merely a part of the day-to-day 
living. 
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Oldham Oounty is still largely dependent upon 
the old, pre-case-work methods ot meeting family and 
social problems, the methods of mutual aid among 
triends, relatives or neighbors, of assistanoe by 
school and church, the "pa,ment in kind" to the pro-
verbial pauper tamily. The traditional county poor 
tarm played its part until the advent ot old age pen-
sions and government public works. During the month 
ot July 1937 there were one hundred and seventy-two 
reoipients ot Old Age Assistance in Oldham Oounty. 
They received $1,520.20, an average ot $8.84 per re-
oipient. This is by no means a munifioent amount, yet 
it is a step in the direction of organization of social 
welfare on a state-wide basis. The movement is new in 
the United states, but it is an important trend in 
rural life. Government public works give assistance 
in Oldham Oounty to employable persons. There are 
three W.P.A. projects in Oldham Oounty, two of which 
are concerned with road building and employ men; the 
other is a training work center for women. One of the 
projects for men is sponsored by the county as a whole, 
the other by the village of Peewee Valley where the 
wolit is being done. Twenty-five men are thus employed 
and sixteen women. This leaves a total of twenty-four 
persons definitely unemployed and economically depen-
dent. 
While anti-social acts are not absent from 
Oldham County, the proportion of crime and criminal 
acts is small. Acoording to the records in the office 
of the circuit court clerk, there are approximately 
fifteen criminal cases tried in Oldham County per year, 
most of which are for theft. Crimes of violence are 
represented by a few cases of assault and battery and 
an occasional case of felonious assault. There are 
usually three terms of circuit court per year in Old-
ham County with an average of five cases per term. 
Until the year 1927, there bad not been a single mur-
der case in the county for twenty-two years. Since 
that year there have been twelve. There are approxi-
mately four lunacy hearings a year in the county and 
one or two juvenile hearings. Thus juvenile delin-
quency is also a problem in Oldham County. Juvenile 
offenses in the county usually consist of petty 
thievery. Disposition of the cases takes one of two 
courses. Either the offender is placed under proba-
tion to his parents or some responsible adult in the 
community, as is the case of first or second or minor 
offenses, or he is sent to Greendale Reform School. 
No attempt is made to study the individual youth who 
has committed the offense. Nothing is dane in the way 
of curative treatment or readjustment of the juvenile 
offender. There is no individual or organization 
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within the county prepared to undertake a task of that 
kind. The situation presents a very real problem to 
Oldham County as it does to most of the rural counties 
of Kentucky where adequate provision for child welfare 
is tcx1ay an almost negligible quantity. 
Since 1935 ten children from Oldham County have 
been admitted to the Kentucky Children's Home SOCiety 
at Lyndon, Kentucky. Six of these ten are today in 
the Home itself; the remaining four are in foster homes 
within Oldham C~ty, placed there through the Society. 
There is no record of defective children in the county 
and there are no Oldham County children in any public 
or private institution tor the care of defective chil-
dren in Kentucky. 
The low proportion of tenancy and the high pro-
portion of tenants related to landlords precludes any 
intense friction between owners and tenants, and anta-
gonism between economic groups, social groups, agri-
cultural groups, or religious and political groups i. 
practically non-existent. The homogeneous nature ot 
the county makes it almost a single community, with the 
individual characteristics ot each section applicable 
to the whole, and the general organization and charac-
teristics ot the whole applicable to each ot its parts. 
v. 
Chapter IV 
Specialized Study of the Population 
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Ohapter IV 
Specialized Study of the Population 
In the preceding chapters a general picture of 
Oldham Oounty is shown with the legal, educational, 
health, agricultural, and economic organization arranged 
as a background into which a specialized study of a 
sample population may be placed. The purpose of the 
study is tWO-fold; first, to discover the main kinds 
of economic and social activity in which the sample 
population engage, and the extent of participation, and 
second, the extent to which Louisville and Jefferson 
County as an urban area are drawing business and social 
activities from the county. In addition to data bear-
ing on these two major questions, information was ob-
tained relative to the general composition and charac-
teristics of the sample population. 
The data which were gathered during the spring, 
summer, and fall of 1936 by the field survey method 
apply to that period of time only. Approximately 300 
families were visited, and satisfactory recorda were 
obtained from 226 families, according to the 1930 census 
about 16 per cent ot the total population of Oldham 
v County. A mimeographed questionnaire was filled out 
for each family by means of a personal interview. 
\! Figure 40 in the APpendix is a copy of the question-
naire employed in the a tudy of the indi vidual family_ 
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The items were selected a~ter a period o~ general study 
o~ the ~actors involved in the composition o~ rural 
areas throughout the United states and the particular 
characteristics o~ Oldham Oounty. No attempt was made 
to discover trends, as the object was to produce ~acts 
which might be used in ~ture surveys in establishing 
trends and changes. 
As Oldham County is a completely rural area, the 
problem o~ sampling ottered ~ew ditticulties. On page 
5 is a map ot the county showing the particular areas 
within the county trom which the sample population was 
drawn. An examination o~ the map discloses the tact 
that every type o~ rural community is included in the 
survey, the isolated ~arm ~am1ly, the neighborhood, the 
hamlet, and the small town. The principle ~ollowed was 
to visit every sixth home in the indicated areas, tak-
ing them as they came, without regard to size and 
appearance o~ dwelling, type ot road on which they 
were located, or topography. This resulted in a 
tairly representative sample. This is shown at various 
places in the study where the traits ~ the sample 
population are compared with those ot the total popu-
lationo~ Oldham Oounty as given in Chapter II. 
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General Oharacteristics 
Before discussing the kind and amount of eco-
nomic and social activities of the sample population, 
it would no doubt be well to consider data with regard 
to the composition and characteristics of the sample 
population. Table 14 shows the size of the families 
in the sample population on the farm and non-f~ 
basis. It is interesting that in the two cases of 
extremely large families ot twelve and thirteen per-
sons both are made up almost exclusively of children, 
there being only two or three relatives included in 
those living at home. The median size of the family 
ot the sample population is 4.8, slightly larger than 
that of Oldham County's total population. The median 
size of the farm family is 5.3, of the non-farm family 
4.2. These figures include other relatives or persons 
in addition to the ~ediate members of the family who 
live in the home at the present time. 
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No. 14. Classification of Families by Size 
on the Farm. and Non-Farm Basis for the 
Sample Population ot Oldham County, 1936. 
Farm Non-Farm 
Families Consisting of: 
1 Person 2 
2 Persons 4 9 
3 Persons 17 10 
4 Persons 18 32 
5 Persons 34 19 
6 Persons 19 9 
7 Persons 13 5 
8 Persons 7 8 
9 Persons 10 3 
10 Persons 4 1 
11 Persons 
12 Persons 1 
13 Persons 1 
I 
Total 128 98 
Median 5.3 4.2 
Both 
2 
13 
27 
40 
53 
28 
18 
15 
13 
5 
1 
1 
2t6 
4.8 
In addition to size the question ot the age and 
sex ot the sample population merits some attention. 
Table 13 in the Appendix gives the composition of th~ 
sample families by age and sex. Perhaps the most 
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noteworthy factor involved in consideration of the 
table is the large number of both males and females 
in the age range from fifteen to nineteen years. In 
, visiting the homes where the questionnaire was filled 
out large numbers of children of school age were fre-
quently enoountered. Of the 226 tamilies ot the sample 
only seven had no children in school. Table 15, show-
ing school attendance in the sample population, bears 
this statement out. The median age of the sample 
population is 26.3 years. The median age ot the males 
in the sample population is 27.3 years, of the temales 
26.1 years. One ot the most notable faotors regarding 
Table 16 is the small number ot young men and women 
between the ages of twenty-tive and thirty-five. It 
has been suggested that the cities are more attraotive 
to rural people of those ages than to any other single 
group. The many induoements offered by the city to 
attract the rural youth inolude both conorete and ab-
stract factors. The psychologioal causes of rural 
migration are said to lie in the attractions offered 
by oities to rural dwellers.87 The actual figures with 
regard to this question in the sample offer little 
solution to the problem. Sixteen young people between 
the ages of fifteen and twenty-four have lett homes of 
the sample population to live and work in Louisville, 
while the same city has attracted only twelve young 
.. 
87. Gillette,~. £!le, pp. 206-207. 
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people between the ages of twenty-five and thirty-five. 
Only two members of families of the sample population 
have left the county for cities in other states. The 
addition of these numbers to the classes under consi-
deration in Table 39 would make no appreciable differ-
ence with regard to the sample population. 
Table 15, giving school attendance of the sample 
population, shows that by far the largest number of 
families who have children in school are those with 
one or two children. The number who attend school in 
the county, 434, exceeds greatly the number who leave 
the county for school, a group which is made up exclu-
sively of those who attend either business school, 
teacher's colleges, or liberal arts colleges. Not 
one of the group who goes out of the county to school 
leaves the state. Only five families of the twenty-
four who send their children outside to school have 
children in school anywhere but in Jef£erson county. 
These children attend the normal schools of the state 
and the state university. The majority of the remain-
ing nineteen are found in business schools in Louisville. 
one attends the University of Louisville and one the 
Louisville College of Pharmacy. 
No. 15. School Attendance of the Sample 
Oldham County Population by Number and 
Place of Attendance, 1936. 
Families with County OUtside 
1 Child in School 67 24 
2 Children in School 65 
3 Children in School 31 
4 Ch11dren in School 19 
5 Children in School 10 
6 Children in School 3 
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There are 325 people gainfully employed in the 
sample population, of whom 144 are farmers and 181 in 
the non-farm occupations. The farm families, however, 
out-number the non-farm families, as there are 128 farm 
families and 98 non-farm families. Eleven of the 128 
farm families are tenant families. Table 16 shows the 
distribution of those gainfully employed in the sample 
population. Only 30 of the sample population leave the 
county for Louisville to work. Oftice work calls the 
largest number into the City, with a total of five so 
employed in Louisville. Four professional people who 
live in Oldham County go into Louisville to work, three 
teachers and one lawyer. The tobacco factories draw 
two, and selling takes three more trom the county to 
the city to work. One Louisville grocery clerk lives 
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in Oldham County, and one Louisville business executive. 
Miscellaneous occupations, ranging from recreation 
director to beautician, make up ten others who work in 
Louisville and live in Oldham County. 
Of the 226 families, 171 have one or more members 
who carry insurance of some kind. No figures were ob-
tained as to the amount of insurance carried by the 
individual families except in isolated instances, as 
there was some hesitancy and reluctance on the part of 
every family to divulge what was considered a purely 
personal affair. 
No. 16. Classification of the Gainfully Employed 
of the Sample Population, Oldham County, 1936, 
Excluding Farmers. 
Occupation Humber 
Professional 17 
General Business (Banking, Clerking, etc.) 35 
Transportation (Including Garages) 39 
Other Trade Industries (qroceries, Florists) 33 
U. S., State, or County ~ploy 
(Including WPA) 21 
Domestic Serv~ce and Housekeeping 10 
Oommunication 1 
Day Labor 5 
Miscellaneous 18 
Temporarily Unemployed 2 
Total 181 
An attempt was made to determine the amount of 
contact had by the sample population with the organized 
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communities within the county. The question of dis-
tance arises in connection with this, and a frequency 
distribution of distances and number of contacts was 
evolved from the answers given on the questionnaire. 
While no correlation has been devised with regard to 
the frequency of the contacts and the ownership of 
automobiles, it seems fitting that the factor of auto-
mobile ownership be included in the general picture. 
Table 14 in the Appendix gives the picture thus desired. 
In organizing the table and the distribution, items 
were counted only once. That is, if a family visits 
a particular locality daily, the family is tabulated 
only for the daily contact. If the contact is only 
weekly, the number is tabulated only for the weekly 
contact, and likewise for the number of monthly con-
tacts. There is no duplication of numbers. Of the 
total 226 families in the sample, three could give no 
figures as to distance or frequency of contact in any 
community. 
The median distance travelled by families who 
visit LaGrange daily is 0.3 of a mile. The median 
distance travelled in visiting LaGrange weekly is 3.4 
m1les, while the median distance for the monthly visits 
is 3.7 miles. While more families visit the county 
hamlets more frequently, the median distances traversed 
are less, with only 0.1 of a mile travelled on the 
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daily visits, 2.5 miles on the weekly visits, and 3.5 
miles on the monthly visits. It is noticeable that as 
the distances increase and number of cars decreases 
the frequency of contacts decreases also. 
Of the total sample of 226 families, 36 take no 
newspaper at all. Nine take only a Weekly paper, while 
87 take only a daily paper publiShed in Louisville. 
Ninety-four take both the daily paper published in 
Louisville and the weekly paper published in LaGrange, 
and devoted exclusively to the affairs of Oldham County. 
The figures for magazine subscription are interesting. 
Those who take no magazines at all number 51, while 
those who take magazines devoted entirely to agricul-
ture number 21. Forty-eight homes take only women's 
magazines. The most popular agricultural magazines are 
The Prsaressive Farmer and The Southern Agriculturalist, 
while the women's magazines appearing most frequently 
are The Woman's Home Companion and The Ladie s' Home 
Journal. There are 62 homes which subscribe to both 
agricultural and women's magazines. Magazines listed 
as "Other Types" include Field and Stream, Collier's, 
The Saturday Evening Post, VOgue, TrUe storl, Cosmopolitan, 
Red Book, Popular Mechanics, and others. Those homes 
who subscribe only to the "Other Type" magazine number 
23, while 21 take some of all three types of magazines. 
Oldham County's population is divided almost 
equally between farm families and those of other 
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occupations than farming. Of the 226 families in the 
sample 128 are farm families and 98 are gainfully 
occupied in other endeavors. In considering the ques-
tion of home facilities, this division into farm and 
non-farm should be given some attention. There has 
long been a question as to which type of home in rural 
areas is better equipped with faci11ties, the farm or 
the non-farm. An attempt is made in this study of a 
sample rural population to Shed some light on the prob-
lem. Table 15 in the Appendix gives the distribution 
of modern facilities in the farm and non-farm homes. 
Other equipment is listed on various questionnaires, 
but the number is not great enough to be considered in 
connection with the six major facilities included in the 
table. The farm homes which have automobiles far out-
number the non-farm homes, while an almost equal number 
of both are equipped with telephones. The non-farm 
homes with electric lights double the number of farm 
homes thus equipped, and in the case of running water 
the non-farm homes triple the number of farm homes with 
that convenience. The number of homes with radios is 
almost equal for the two classes, while the non-farm 
homes again out-number the farm homes with regard to 
central heating. Non-farm homes equipped with all six 
facilities are four times the number of farm homes 
similarly equipped, while the farm homes with no facili-
ties are double the number of non-farm homes with no 
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conveniences. This is shown in Table 16 in the Appendix. 
It becomes apparent that non-farm homes of the sample 
population are better equipped with modern facilities 
than the farm homes, with the single exception of auto-
mobile ownership. 
Social Activities 
In accOl'dance with the general purpose of the 
study a tabulation of church attendance of the sample 
population provides a definite starting point in record-
ing religious activities and extent and location of 
participation. Table 17 in the Appendix provides in-
formation relative to this item. For the purpose of 
convenience in tabulation, taking into consideration 
the small size of the existing hamlets in Oldham County, 
all hamlets, neighborhoods, as well as open-country 
farm homes and non-farm homes are listed as "Open 
Country" in this table as well as in all other tables 
beginning with Table 17, unless otherwise stated in 
the particular place where the exception occurs. Church 
attendance is an activity in which by far the largest 
number of the sample participate, as only 7 families of 
the total 226 are non-attendants. Louisville draws few 
of the families into the city for church, as only 10 
families leave Oldham County for that purpose. The ten 
families who attend church in Louisville are all residents 
are all residents of the open country, six of whom are 
farmers. Not a single resident of LaGrange goes into 
Louisville to church. The factor of automobile owner-
ship appears to exert only slight influence on church 
attendance in Louisville and none at all on attendance 
within the county. Only one family of those who own 
no automobile goes into the city, while only 9 of those 
families who own automobiles attend in the city. When 
the total of those who attend in Louisville is analyzed 
into occupational groups, the number of farmers who own 
cars and attend in Louisville is 6, of the other occu-
pations 4. No farm families without automobiles go 
into Louisville to churoh, and only one family of the 
other occupations without automobiles attends Louisville 
churches. Automobile ownership appears to have little 
if any influence on actual church attendance in the 
county, as church attendance of the sample population 
is almost a hundred per oent. Henoe it cannot be 
stated that in this si~ation the automobile serves 
to draw people away from partioipation in religious 
activities. 
Beoause sooials and parties are frequently 
closely related in rural oommunities with religious 
activities, it seems fitting that a reoord of the par-
ticipation of the sample population in these activities 
follow that ot church attendance. The number of tami-
lies which partiCipate in socials and parties is smaller 
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by 63 families than the number of families who attend 
church. This is shown in Table lS in the Appendix. 
The number of the sample population who go to socials 
and parties in Louisville is greater than the number 
of those who attend church in the oity. Fifteen fami-
lies go into the oity to parties. Oldham County, how-
ever, retains the larger number of partioipants in this 
activity. The factor ot automobile ownership appears 
to exert a slightly greater influenoe here than in the 
oase of ohurch attendanoe, for 14 ot those families 
who own automobiles leave the county tor parties 
compared with 9 who leave for ohurch. Oldham County 
apparently holds most of its residents for this 
aotivity. 
Visiting friends and relatives is an aotivity 
confined to no seotion or area of any oountry. It has 
been recognized as one of the primary activities of 
any SOCiety, nurtured, as it were, by the apparently 
gregarious nature of man. Of the 226 families lS2 
visit friends and relatives at one time or another.88 
About two-thirds of these reside in the open oountry. 
More farmers visit than families of the other oocupa-
tions. Well over two-thirds of the total who visit go 
into Louisville tor that purpose. Most of the families 
who visit own automobiles, as only 47 of those families 
are without means of transportation. There is evidenoe 
that automobile ownership is a faotor in regard to those 
8S. See Table 19 in the Appendix. 
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who go into Louisville, as three times as many of 
those who own automobiles go to the city to visit 
while only twice as many of those who own no automo-
bile do their visiting in the city. Automobile owner-
Ship is obviously a factor in regard to those who live 
in the open country and visit in Louisville. It may 
be concluded that the open country residents find it 
easier to visit within the county when they own no 
means of transportation than to go even to a city in 
the adjoining county for that purpose. 
Item six in the first part of the questionnaire 
refers to lectures, concerts, and entertainments. This 
is intended to cover such situations as school band 
concerts, local lectures and entertainments, in addi-
tion to the numerous opportunities for cultural con-
tacts in the city of Louisville in the form of the fine 
arts. Table 20 in the Appendix gives the figures for 
this type of contact. This table shows that only 143 
families attend concerts, lectures, or entertainments 
ot any type. Most of these families come from the 
open country. Almost half the total go into Louisville 
for entertainments. Thus it may be concluded that 
fewer people participate in this activity, while pro-
portionately more of those who do partiCipate go into 
Louisv1lle for that purpose than has been noteworthy 
in the other activit1es conSidered. 
i 
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The lowest amount ot participation in any of the 
major listed activities is found in the case ot dancing. 
Only 116 families of the sample population go to dances 
anywhere, either private or public, local or out of the 
county. 89 In the interviews during which the question-
naires were filled very detinite answers were received 
when the question of dancing was brought up. Typical 
remarks on the subject were these made by members of a 
farm fam1lynear the hamlet of Buckner. 
The mother, "Don't believe in itl We 
never did.. Why should they?" 
The twenty year old son, "We'd like to, 
but Mother says we can't. We have 
enough else to do, so we just don't 
bother." 
The sixteen year old daughter, "I went 
to a dance once and had a lot of 
tun, but I had to work so hard to 
make up for it I never tried it 
again." 
The ten year old son, "Well, I'm going 
when I get old enough, no matter 
what I Everybody else goes. I don't 
see why I can't." 
The difference in amount of participation in this ac-
tivity with that ot church attendance is interesting, 
89. See Table 21 in the Appendix. 
Ii...--______________________________ -----------, 
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as almost a hundred per cent of the sample population 
attend church, while barely fifty per cent attend 
dances. More open country families attend dances 
than residents of LaGrange. Fewer families go into 
Louisville to dances than to visit, yet more than the 
number who go into the city to attend church. Over 
two-thirds of the number who go to dances own automo-
biles, while only about a third of this number go into 
Louisville. The number who own no automobile yet go 
into Louisville to dances is too small to be consi-
dered. It becomes apparent that Louisville consti-
tutes no great threat to this activity within Oldham 
County and that the automobile exerts little influence 
upon those who leave the county to dance. 
The number of the sample population that attends 
motion pictures is larger than in any other activity 
except that of church attendance. There is only one motion 
prcture .'hOUS1f; in Oldham County, 10 cs. ted in LaGrange. 
Thus the choice for the population is limited to at-
tending either in LaGrange or in Jefferson County, 
where most of the cinematic attractions are centered 
in Louisville. All of the sample families who attend 
motion 'pictures in Jefferson County attend in Louis-
ville. More open country families attend motion 
pictures than residents of LaGrange. More than half 
the total who go to picture shows go into Louisville; 
most of these are residents of the open country. More 
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farmers attend than members of the other occupations, 
and most ot the tarmers go into Louisville, while 
only about half ot the other occupations leave the 
county. The tigures in Table 22 in the Appendix show 
that ot the number who own no automobile the figures 
are almost equally divided for attendance within the 
county and in Louisville. Almost twice as many ot 
those who own automobiles go into Louisville as remain 
in the county. It may be concluded that the attrac-
tions ot the motion picture theatres in Louisville have 
greater drawing power for the sample in Oldham County 
than in any ot the major activities thus far considered. 
In addition to general and specific activities 
of the sample population, the subject of particular 
organizations merits some attention. Table 23 in the 
Appendix gives a cross-classification of partiCipation 
in fraternal organizations. This table includes organi-
zations for both men and women, and includes such lodges 
as the Order of Freemasons, the Eastern star, the Modern 
Woodmen of the World, and the Order ot Rebeccah. only 
49 families of the sample population have members in 
any fraternal organization. Almost half ot these 
families are members of Louisville lodges, and almost 
twice as many families are claSSified in the "Other 
occupations," as only 17 tarm families belong to fra-
ternal organizations. It becomes apparent that automobile 
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ownership may operate to some extent in this instance, 
as of the total number who are members of organizations, 
only 12 families own no means of transportation, while 
37 families own automobiles. Yet automobile ownership 
seems to be unimportant in consideration of the number 
who are members in Louisville. 
Table 24 in the Appendix gives a cross-classifi-
cation of farmers' membership in two specifically agri-
cultural organizations, one for men and one for women, 
which are closely allied yet distinguished from each 
other chiefly by their purposes and qualifications for 
membership. There are 144 farm families in the sample 
population and less than half of these have members in 
the Farm Bureau or Home Makers Club. Almost an equal 
number of males and females are members of the two 
organizations. Open country farmers out-number LaGrange 
farmers in membership almost four to one. Only 9 of 
the 61 families who belong to the organizations own no 
automobile. As the central meeting place of the two 
organizations is LaGrange and most of the membership 
comes from the open country, a relation is apparent 
between membership and automobile ownership. 
Table 25 in the Appendix classifies the member-
ship of the families of the sample population in the 
4-H Club and other minor local organizations of a pri-
vate or semi-private nature. Only 33 families of the 
111 who have members in the smaller organizations have 
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members in the 4-H Club. A division into farmers and 
other occupations finds almost an equal number of both 
participating in this activity, while the open country 
has about twice as many members as LaGrange. The fact 
that almost three times as many members own automobiles 
as those who do not leads to the conclusion that there 
is a relation between membership and automobile owner-
ship. 
Membership in the cooperative organization merits 
a place in a discussion of membership in organizations 
in the sample population. Of the 783 farms in all of 
Oldham County, only 61 have members in the cooperative 
organization. Of the 144 farmers in the sample popu-
lation, 15 belong to the cooperative organization. 
Economic Activities 
In accordance with the purpose of the study a 
tabulation was made of the frequency and location of 
economic contacts of the sample population as well as 
the social activities. The following portion of the 
chapter gives the results of a cross-classification of 
the economic activities of the sample population. 
Since food is of primary importance in the maintenance 
of life, it seems fitting that a review of the amount 
and distribution of the contacts of the sample in 
j 
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obtaining groceries, shown in Table 26 in the Appendix, 
be considered first. One family of the sample popula-
tion buys no groceries at all, existing purely on the 
produots of their small farm. only 48 families of the 
sample population go into Louisville in order to pur-
ohase groceries. Of those who own automobiles and buy 
groceries, 41 of the 167 go into Louisville for that 
purpose, while 7 of the 58 families who do not own 
automobiles purohase in the oity. Automobile owner-
ship apparently has little inf1uenoe upon the farmers 
who leave the oounty to buy grooeries. 
In every home there is furniture of Bome type ~ 
kind in varying amounts. Table 27 in the APpendix gives 
a oross-01assifioation of the purohase ot furniture by 
the sample population. Most ot the sample tamilies 
buy turniture in Louisville, 197 ot 226. ot the 58 
families who own no automobile 44 go into the city to 
buy furniture. It may be ooncluded that the large 
turniture markets ot the oity are sucoeeding in attraot-
ing the residents ot the oounty into Louisville tor the 
purohase ot the majority of the turniture that is tound 
in the homes of the sample population. Automobile 
ownership, while a noteworthy factor, plays a part oon-
siderably less than might be expeoted in view ot the 
foregoing seotion on aotivities of a purely sooial 
nature. 
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Like furniture, hardware is almost a necessity 
in the home, though the amount and kind may vary. But 
the hardware stores of Oldham County must offer pro-
portionately more than the furniture stores or mail 
order houses, as only about half of the sample popula-
tion buy hardware in Louisville, as is shown in Table 
28 in the Appendix. Automobile ownership appears to 
be a more important factor than in the case of furni-
ture buying, as only 20 of the 59 families who own no 
automobile go into Louisville for hardware, while 105 
of those 167 families who own means ot transportation 
go into the city to purchase hardware. 
Clothes are an important item in any family, and 
in a section as exclusively rural as Oldham County work 
clothes become as indispensable as any other type. The 
number ot those who go into Louisville to buy work 
clothes is almost the same as the number who go into 
buy bardware. Of the 57 families who own no automo-
biles, 27 go into the city, while III of the 169 
families who own automobiles leave the county to buy 
work clothes. The numbers are almost the same for the 
occupational groups, shown in Table 29 in the Appendix, 
as 74 of the farmers go into the city and 64 of the 
other occupations. It may be seen that the markets of 
the city which supply work clothes are drawing a large 
number of the sample population into Louisville for 
the purchase of the clothes in which they work day by 
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day, while the figures indicate that automobile owner-
ship is an important factor in considering those who 
leave the county. 
When clothes as a major article are further 
differentiated into men's and women's clothes, the 
figures become particularly interesting. Table 30 in 
the Appendix gives the figures related specifically 
to men's clothing. Louisville draws over half of the 
sample population for the purchase of menls wear. Of 
the men who do not own automobiles almost three times 
as many go into Louisville to buy as those who buy in 
the county, while 137 of those 167 families who own 
automobiles leave the county for the city for that pur-
pose. It may then be noted from the table that auto-
mobile ownership has little influence upon the number 
who buy men's clothes or upon the total number who go 
into Louisville to buy. 
The need for clothes draws more women into Louis-
ville than men, as 189 of the Oldham County sample 
families go into the city for womenls clothes. Table 
31 in the Appendix gives a cross-classification of the 
purchase of this article. Automobile ownership shows 
little influence on the number of families who go into 
Louisville, as 42 of the 57 families who own no auto-
mobile go into the city and 147 of the 169 who own 
cars go in for that purpose. 
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Of the total 226 families in the sample 191 do 
banking of some kind. Table 32 in the Appendix shows 
the f~es on banking. The majority of those who 
bank own automobiles, as only 42 have no cars. Only 
50 families bank in Louisville. Automobile ownership 
apparently exerts little or no influence upon the 
location of banking, however, as only 38 of the 149 
who have automobiles go into Louisville to banks, and 
12 of the 42 without automobiles. 
Most families at one time or another patronize 
a drug store, and the families of the sample are no 
exception to this general statement, as 216 buy arti-
cles from a drug store at one place or another. Table 
33 in the Appendix gives a cross-classification of 
this tabulation. only 82 families go into Louisville 
for this purpose; so it may be concluded that Oldham 
County is adequately served in this capacity in addi-
tion to that of banking. Of the 55 families who have 
no automobile only 13 go to Louisville for drugs and 
medicines. Of the 161 who own automobiles less than 
half go into the city for the purpose of buying arti-
cles from drug stores. 
Closely related to patronizing the drug store 
is employing the services of a physician. It is note-
worthy that while a large majority of the sample go 
into Louisville to buy clothes of all kinds, to purchase 
~.-----~~- ~--
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hardware and furniture, and a fairly large number to 
buy medicines, only 41 go into the city to care for 
their health. Table 34 in the Appendix gives the 
figures of the employment of the services of a physi-
cian. In every case the number of those who go into 
Louisville for a physician is too small to be consi-
dered significant. In view of the very large number 
of those who leave the county for the city in order 
to purchase furniture with which to surround them-
selves in their homes, it becomes somewhat significant 
that the number of those who leave the five country 
physicians in order to receive the treatment available 
in the city i& exceedingly small. It has been stated 
that health is largely taken for granted in rural areas 
and that nothing is done about it.90 Certainly there 
is evidence that this is true to some extent in oldham 
Table 35 in the Appendix gives the figures with 
regard to employing the services of a dentist. Again 
the number of those who go into the city is small, only 
72 families. Recent years have shown an increase in 
the number of dentists in rural regions at the same 
time that a decrease in the number of physicians has 
been noted. Yet there are only three dentists in Oldham 
County compared with five physicians. Health education 
has become more widespread with particular emphasis on 
90. Gillette,~. ~., p. 134. 
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the care ot the teeth. In addition to the school and 
the radio, advertising in newspapers and magazines has 
played an important part in the dissemination ot basic 
rules ot hygiene. Yet some ot the sample tamilies 
never visit a dentist, as the tigures show that 218 
ot the 226 employ those services. Automobile owner-
ship exerts slight influence upon those who visit 
Louisville in order to have their teeth cared for, as 
only 56 ot the 162 who own automobiles go into the 
city, and 16 of the 56 with no automobile. 
No. 17. Location of Places Where Farmers of the 
Sample Population, Oldham County, 1936, Buy Farm 
Machinery and Feed, Classitied According to 
OWnership ot Automobiles. 
Location of Total Farmers OWning Farmers Not 
Stores Automobiles Owning 
Automobiles 
Farm Feed Farm Feed 
Machinery Machinery 
Louisville 205 84 89 15 17 
LaGrange 62 12 30 6 14 
Open country 5 0 2 0 3 
Since Oldham County is predOminantly rural and 
chietly agricultural, a survey ot that area could not 
be considered complete without including a tabulation 
ot the buying and selling of those articles which per-
tain specifically to the tarm. Table 17 gives both 
the number of farmers who buy machinery and feed and 
the looation of the plaoes where they purohase suoh 
artioles. Even a oursory glance at the table is 
suffioient to show that Louisville practioally mono-
polizes the market for both machinery and feed. 
LaGrange. is easily superseded by the city markets, 
and the number who buy either or both in the open 
country is too small to be considered. In connection 
with feeding and the farm, 109 farms have either horses 
or mules or both, and the farmers patronize the ser-
vices of local blacksmiths entirely. 
In concluding the section on oonsumption, Table 
18 gives the figures for employing the services of 
garages for automobile repairs. Of the total 161 who 
have repairs made on their automobiles, 84 go into 
Louisville, 53 into LaGrange, and only 24 to the 
garages located in the open country. More farmers 
own automobiles than those of the other occupations, 
and 51 of 'the farmers go into Louisville for garage 
service compared with 33 of the other occupations. It 
becomes apparent that Louisville, with its numerous 
garages and trained mechanics, is drawing the motoring 
members of the sample population into the city for auto-
mobile repairs, as more than half of all the sample 
population who own automobiles go into Louisville for 
that purpose, while the remaining numbers are divided 
between garages in LaGrange and in the open country. 
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No. 18. Location of Places Where Sample Population 
Employ the Service of a Garage for Automobile Repairs, 
Oldham County, 1936, 
Classified According to Occupation. 
Looation of Farmers Other Total 
Garages Occupations 
Louisville 51 33 84 
LaGrange 30 23 53 
Open Country 17 7 24 
Table 36 in the APpendix gives the products sold 
and the location of the markets where the sample popu-
lation disposed of those products in 1936. It is ob-
vious that over half the products are sold in Louisville 
markets. The remaining products are divided among the 
three other possible markets, the open country, in 
LaGrange, and at the farm. Most of the farmers who 
sell in Louisville own automobiles. These figures 
represent all farm products sold, both from farm and 
non-farm homes, and each product is tabulated indivi-
dually without counting or considering the number or 
type of home from which it comes. Thus the sample 
population in Oldham County presents evidence that to-
day as in the early days of settlement of the county 
the influence of the proximity and prolixity of the 
urban markets in Louisville is felt 10 a majority of 
the primary activities, both social and economic. 
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A summary would include the following points: 
1. Over half of the sample population partici-
pate in six of the nine social activities considered. 
2. The amount of participation in social ac-
tivities ranges from almost a hundred per cent in 
church attendance and motion picture attendance to 
barely fifty per cent in dancing, and less than twenty-
five per cent in group activities. 
3. Only for the purpose of visiting or attend-
ing the picture shows do more than fifty per cent of 
the sample population go into Louisville, while fewer 
than ten per cent go into Louisville to attend churches 
or parties. 
4. only with regard to visiting is automobile 
ownership a definite factor in the location of the nine 
social activities included. 
5. The automobile shows little influence upon 
participation in any of the social activities except 
in membership in farm organizations, fraternal organi-
zations, and the private or semi-private clubs. 
6. Over half of the sample population employ 
all of the economic or professional services considered. 
7. Over fifty per cent go into Louisville for 
five of the purely economic services, in addition to 
the majority of the farmers who go into the city to 
buy feed and farm machinery. 
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8. Less than fifty per cent go into Louisville 
for the professional or semi-professional services 
considered. 
9. Automobile ownership has no influence upon 
employing the ten economic services. 
10. Only in the buying of hardware, furniture, 
work clothes, ments and women's clothes does the auto-
mobile seem to exert any definite influenoe upon those 
who employ economic or professional services in Louis-
ville. 
VI. 
Chapter V 
Conclusion 
Chapter V 
Conclusion 
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This study started with the problem of deter-
mining the extent to which Louisville was drawing 
Oldham County residents away from the country into 
the city for certain social and economic purposes, 
and the amount of participation of Oldham County resi-
dents in certain designated social and economic ac-
tivities. In dealing with the problem explorations 
were made in certain areas which revealed the chief 
social composition of the group in which the study 
was made. The resulting data are presented as facts 
which the many agencies engaged in rural work may 
interpret according to their particular points of 
View, standards, and interests. 
From the classification of the tangle of data 
regarding Oldham County activities specific facts 
emerged clearly. Restated summarily in the light of 
the observations they are: 
1. Most of the sample population participate 
in most of the social activities included, while the 
automobile exerts little if any influence upon either 
the amount or location of participation. The amount 
of partiCipation ranges from almost 100 per cent in 
church attendance to barely 50 per cent in dancing. 
While many social activities do not lend themselves 
to exact measurements, they give significance to 
tabular analysis, and form a foundation upon which 
theories may be formulated and in which trends may 
W6 
be observed. Thus the high proportion of participa-
tion in social activities of the Oldham County sample 
population becomes significant, as does the unimpor-
tance of the factor of automobile ownership to parti-
cipation either in the county or in the city. It has 
been stated that automobiles and hard-surfaced roads 
are means of disturbing and breaking down rural social 
groups, but the facts with regard to Oldham County do 
not bear that assumption out. On the other hand, in-
creased facility for moving about does not necessarily 
mean disintegration of all local social groups; it may 
serve to strengthen them by permitting greater selec-
tion of members and wider contacts with other similar 
groups. The rural social group thus becomes a more 
voluntary association than formerly when group activity 
was restricted almost exclusively to the sharply de-
fined "neighborhood." In the light of this conclusion, 
the pOSition of the village or small town thus assumes 
a more significant position in a consideration of 
rural-urban relationships. For the sample population 
in the social activities considered, the country 
villages in Oldham County appear to be "holding their 
own" in competition with the city attractions, as in 
only the social activity of visiting do most of the 
people leave the county for the city. 
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2. Most of the sample population employ allot 
the economic and professional services considered, and 
automobile ownership has no influence upon these ac-
tivities, while in only five instances does it show 
any definite influence upon those who go into Louis-
ville for economic purposes. Only in the buying of 
furniture, hardware, work clothes, men's and women's 
clothes does the factor of automobile ownership become 
important. Here again the conclusion becomes signifi-
cant in consideration ot rural-urban relationships, 
for most of the sample population go into Louisville 
for the five purely economic activities included, 
namely: the purchase of hardware, furniture, work 
clothes, men's and women's clothes, while the majority 
remain in Oldham County for the professional or semi-
professional services conSidered, the druggist, physi-
cian, dentist, and banking. While the division of 
society into rural and urban may have less meaning as 
a method for comparison, this division into location 
and type of services employed may be considered signi-
ficant. It is possible that the profound changes that 
have occurred in rural-urban life have effected a 
lessening of the service standards of the country in 
certain instances while strengthening those standards 
in others. The fact that there are five physicians in 
Oldham County and only one small furniture store bears 
this assumption out. 
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3. The findings with regard to automobile 
ownership in relation to participation and location 
may not be regarded as too significant in view of the 
convenience and facility of public transportation by 
means of bus and train. The proxim1ty of Oldham County 
to Louisville must be considered in regard to this fact, 
which makes transportation to and fram the city both 
economical and quick. 
Finally, it must be pOinted out that this survey 
was carried out during a particular period and that 
while some of the results may be due to temporary 
forces there is no reason to believe that the main 
findings would be materially different if the study 
were made at another time during the present decade. 
Since the study was made of people and their activities, 
it is an area of social change. This survey is a scratch 
on the surface of a wide field, as yet unexplored, the 
social, economic, and political composition of the coun-
ties of Kentucky. It is hoped that this study may pre-
sent facts which will be useful in uncovering the more 
subtle social relationships and social problems in 
rural Kentucky, that it may be helpful in making the 
achievements more perfect and the knowledge of society 
more profound. 
VII. 
Appendix 
A 
B 
C 
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No.1. Persons Ten Years Old and Over Engaged in 
Gainful Occupations by Sex and Industry Groups for 
Oldham County, 1930.91 
Industry Groups 
Total 
Agriculture 
Farmers (owners and Tenants) 
Farm Managers 
Farm Laborers 
Wage Workers 
Unpaid Family Workers 
Forestry and Fishing 
Building Industry 
Male 
2,185 
1,387 
767 
18 
601 
515 
86 
2 
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Chemical and Allied Industry 2 
Cigar and Tobacco Factories 1 
Clay, Glass, and stove Industriee 1 
Food and Allied Industries 7 
Automobile Factories and Repair 12 
Shops 
Other Iron and Steel Industries 11 
Saw and Planing Mills 3 
Wood Work and Furniture 5 
Paper and Printing 
Textile Industries 
Independent Hand Trades 
Other Manufacturing Industries 
7 
1 
10 
6 
Construction and Maintenance of 14 
streets 
Filling Stations 24 
Female 
314 
12 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
11 
1 
Postal Service 
Steam and Street Railways 
Telephone and Telegraph 
Other Transportation and 
Communication 
Banking and Brokerage 
Insurance and Real Estate 
Automobile Agencies 
I 
9 
133 
13 
48 
16 
23 
12 
no 
7 
10 
11 
5 
9 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 130 24 
other Trade Industries 4 1 
Recreation and Amusements 14 4 
Professional and Semi-Professional 64 66 
Services 
Hotels, Restaurants, and Boarding 6 10 
Houses 
Laundries, Cleaning and Pressing 5 10 
Domestic Service 44 122 
Independent Not Specified 51 5 
91. Census, ££. 2!l., p. 946. 
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No.2. Oldham Count~ Population Classified 
Accord1ng to Sex and Nat1v1t~, Showing Percentage 
of Native White, Foreign Born White, and Negro.92 
Sex and Nativit~ Number 
Total 7,402 
Male 3,767 
Female 3,635 
Native White 6,630 
Male 3,373 
Female 3,257 
Nat1ve Parents 6,371 
Fore1gn Parents 135 
M1xed Parents 124 
Foreign Born White 56 
Male 32 
Female 24 
% Native Wh1 te 89.6 
% Foreign Born White 0.8 
Negro 7.6 
Male 362 
Female 354 
% Negro 9.7 
92. Census, £E. ~., p. 919. 
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No.3. Population of Oldham Coun~! by Age, Color, 
Nativity, and Sex. 
Age All Classes Native Foreign Negro 
White Born White 
Total Male Fe- Male Fe- Male Fe- Male Fe-
male male male male 
Under 5 702 341 361 315 316 - .. 26 45 
Under -1 143 70 73 66 62 - - 4 11 
5 .. 9 752 389 363 358 326 - .. 31 37 
10 .. 14 761 384 377 343 341 .. - 41 36 
15 - 19 683 357 326 322 289 .. - 35 37 
20 - 24 571 286 285 254 261 .. - 32 24 
25 .. 29 416 209 207 180 176 2 4 27 27 
30 - 34 469 230 239 211 227 1 1 18 11 
35 - 44 893 443 450 403 401 2 3 38 46 
45 .. 54 857 444 413 391 401 6 4 47 43 
55 - 64 627 328 299 288 366 4 3 36 21 
65 - 74 445 223 222 188 196 10 5 25 21 
75-over 226 n.3 93 120 83 7 4 6 6 
Unknown .. .. - .. .. - - .. -
93. Census, 2£. ~., p. 909. 
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No.4. Comparison of the Population of Oldham County 
with the Population of Kentucky on the Rural 
Farm-Rural Non-Farm BaSis, by Nativity. 
Rural Rural Farm Rural 
Population Non-Farm96 
Kentuck,,94 01d
95 
Ky. Old. Ky. Old. 
ham 
White 1,706,008 7,402 1,126,379 3,776 641,631 3,626 
Negro 109,479 716 47,849 150 61,630 566 
Other 
Races 76 - 4 - 72 -
Native 
White 1,700,498 6,630 1,124,891 3,592 575,607 3,038 
Native 
Parents 1,677,551 6,371 1,115,350 3,446 562,201 2,925 
Foreign 
or 
Mixed 
Parents 22,947 259 9,541 146 13,406 113 
Foreign 
Born 
White 5,510 56 1,488 34 4,022 22 
94. Census,~. cit., p. 31. 
95. Ibid., p. 91~ 
96. !O:fcr., p. 927. 
v 
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No.5. Composition of Oldham County Population by 
Citizenship, 'ex, and Nativity, on the Rural 
Farm-Rural Non-Farm Basis.97 
Citizenship Rural Farm Rural 
Non-Farm 
Males 21 and over 1,114 1,113 
Native White 1,050 922 
Foreign Born White 16 16 
Naturalized 12 11 
Negro 48 175 
Females 21 and over 985 1,160 
Native White 934 995 
Foreign Born White 18 6 
Naturalized 13 4 
Negro 33 159 
Total 4,223 4,561 
97. Census, 22. ~., p. 927. 
-----~---- - -- - - ,- - - ~-~~---~ - ~-~ ---~----~--~ 
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No.6. Classification of Oldham County Population by 
Age on the Rural Farm-Rural Non-Fa~ Basis. 98 
Age (Years) Rural Farm Rural Non-Farm 
Under 5 372 330 
5 - 9 405 347 
10 - 14 428 333 
15 - 19 405 278 
20 - 24 282 289 
25 - 29 177 239 
30 - 34 229 240 
35 - 44 441 452 
45 - 54 469 388 
55 - 64 293 334 
65 - 74 195 250 
75-over 80 146 
Total A,7.. 3,62' 
98. Census, 2£. ~., p. 927. 
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Bo. 7. Bumber of Farms, Farm Acreage, and Specified 
Farm Values, Oldham County, 1930, All Land in Farms 
Classified According to Use. 99 
Classification 
Number of Farms 
All Land in Farms 
Crops Harvested 
Crop Failure 
Idle or Fallor 
Plowable 
Woodland 
All Other 
Woodland Not Used for Pasture 
All Other Land in Farms 
Value 
Farm Land and Bu1ldings 
All Farm Buildings 
Farmers t Dwellings 
Farm Implements and Machinery 
99. Census,~. 2!!., p. 240. 
Number 
783 
108,831 Acres 
36,377 " 
901 .. 
3,318 .. 
27,786 " 
16,575 " 
15,516 " 
3,295 " 
5,063 " 
$7,350,403 
$2,746,539 
$1,568,085 
$ 383,679 
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Ho. 8. Crops Harvested in Oldham County, 1930.100 
Crops Number 
Corn 11,854 Acres 
Wheat 2,490 " 
Oats 1,812 " 
Rye 166 " 
Hay Crops 11,185 " 
Sorghum 5 tt 
Tobacco 1,420 " 
Irish Potatoes 659 " 
Sweet Potatoes 2 tt 
Soy Beans 105 Bushels 
Cowpeas 93 tt 
Barley 2,525 " 
Mixed Grains 600 " 
Clover Seed 645 " 
Orchard Grass Seed 35,843 " 
100. Census, 2£- ~., p. 806. 
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No.9. Cooperative Marketing and Farm Expenditures, 
Farm Machinery, Facilities, and Kinds of Roads, 
Oldham County, 1930.101 
Classification 
Cooperative Marketing 
Value of Products Sold 
Value of Supplies Bought 
Expenditures 
Feed 
Fertilizer 
Labor 
Implements 
Light and Power 
Farm Machinery 
Autos 
Trucks 
Tractors 
Electric Motors 
Gas Engines 
Farm Facilities 
Phones 
Piped Water to House 
Piped water to Bath 
Home Lighted by Electricity 
Radio Sets 
Rural Farm 
Rural Non-Farm 
Number 
and 
Amount 
$ 77,512 
$ 11,066 
$115,923 
$ 61,828 
$156,598 
$ 3,031 
553 
86 
151 
17 
74 
302 
98 
50 
82 
o 
295 
Humber 
Reporting 
28 
33 
458 
446 
323 
36 
484 
75 
133 
16 
67 
302 
98 
50 
82 
436 
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Kind of Roads 
All Farms 783 
Farms Located on 
Concrete 1 
Brick 0 
Asphalt 4 
Macadam 174 
Gravel 284 
Sand, Clay 1 
Improved Dirt 62 
Unimproved Dirt 177 
All Other 80 
101. Census, 2£e ~., p. 379. 
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No. 10. Farm Mortgage Debt, Charges on Mortgage Debt, 
and Taxes, Oldham Count7, 1930, 
Showing Percentages, Averages, and Ratios.102 
Olassification 
All Farms Operated by Owners 
Free from Mortgage Debt 
Mortgaged 
% of Farms Mortgaged 
No Mortgage Report 
Farms Operated by FUll Owners 
Free from Mortgage Debt 
Value of Land and Buildings 
Mortgaged 
Value of Land and Buildings 
Amount of Mortgage Debt 
Ratio of Debt to Value 
Average Value per Farm 
NUmber 
483 
238 
234 
48.4 
11 
403 
200 
$1,657,195 
193 
$2,091,885 
$ 862,701 
41.24 
(Land and Buildings) $ 10,839 
Average Amount of Mortgage per Farm $ 4,470 
Average Value per Acre $ 72.85 
Average Amount of Mortgage Debt 
~rA~e $ ~.~ 
Mortgage Amount not Reported 0 
Taxes 
Farms Operated by Full OWners 
Reporting both Total Taxes and 
Real Estate Taxes 
Taxes on all Farm Property 
Value of Land and Buildings 
Taxes on Land and Buildings Only 
Average per Acre 
Ratio of Taxes to Value 
102. Census,~. ~., p. 853. 
403 
367 
$ 41,246 
$3,579,430 
$ 31,006 
$ 0.63 
0.87 
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No. 11. Total Births Reported (stillbirths Exoluded) 
and Rate per 1,000 population for Oldham County by 
Sex, Color, and Irregular Number for Years 1934-1935. 103 
Classification Years and Number 
1934 1935 
Total Births (Stillbirths 
Exoluded) 112 120 
Rate per 1,000 Population 15.1 16.1 
White 98 104 
Blaok 14 16 
Male 45 68 
Female 67 52 
Cases of Twins 1 2 
Cases of Triplets 0 0 
Stillbirths 1 2 
103. Bulletin of the state Department of Health of 
Kentuoky, Frankfort; state Board of Health, Vol. 
VIII, June, 1936, p. 35. 
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No. 12. Total Deaths, Important Ages, and Deaf til trom 
Speoific Diseases in Oldham county, 1935. 
Classification 
Population 
Total Deaths 
Death Rate per 1,000 Population 
Intant Mortality Rate per 1,000 
Infants under 1 Year 
Infants under 1 Month 
Neo-Natal Rate per 1,000 Live Births 
Children 1-5 Years 
Aged 65 Years and Over 
TUberculosis of the Lungs 
Other Tuberculosis 
Pneumonia 
Influenza 
Whooping Cough 
Diphtheria-Croup 
Scarlet Fever 
Simple Meningitis 
Meningococcus Meningitis 
Measles 
Typhoid Fever 
Diarrhoea Enteritis under 2 Years 
Other Diarrhoeal Diseases 
Maternal Deaths (All Forms) 
Cancer 
104. SUI. ot Health, OPe cit., pp. 12-13. - -
Number 
7,402 
96 
13.0 
7 
6 
50.0 
2 
50 
6 
o 
2 
6 
5 
1 
o 
1 
o 
6 
2 
11 
12 
1 
15 
123 
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No. 13. Composition of Oldham County Sample Families 
by Age and Sex, 1936. 
Years Male Female Both 
Total 578 559 1187 
1 - 4 24 25 49 
5 - 9 37 42 79 
10-14 96 9'7 193 
15-19 139 125 264 
20-24 53 39 92 
25-29 
i 14 1'7 31 
30-34 12 18 30 
35-39 31 60 91 
40-44 54 49 103 
45-49 40 43 83 
50-54 34 30 64 
55-59 22 7 29 
60-64 14 1 15 , 
65-69 3 1 4 
'70-'74 1 1 2 
'75-'79 2 2 4 
80-84 2 2 4 , 
Median 2'7.3 26.1 26.3 
Dis-
tance 
in 
Miles 
0,-0.9 
1-1.9 
2-2.9 
3-3.9 
4-4.9 
5-5.9 
6-6.9 
7-7.9 
8-8.9 
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No. 14. Frequency Distribution or Contacts of the 
Sample population of Oldham County, 1936, Showing 
Distance, Number of Contacts, Number of Families, 
and Automobile ownership. 
LaGrange ~ets Automobile 
owners~p 
Daily Weekly Monthly Daily Weekly Monthl, Car No Car 
Pam No. Pam No. Pam No. Fam No. Pam No. Fam.No. 
46 46 2 4 0 0 39 39 2 3 0 0 59 30 
10 10 0 0 0 0 19 19 11 14 0 0 29 11 
5 5 5 7 1 2 10 10 10 12 0 0 27 4 
0 0 12 20 1 5 7 7 11 21 4 6 27 6 
3 3 5 6 0 0 3 3 4 7 0 0 12 3 
0 0 2 4 0 0 1 1 2 3 0 0 4 1 
0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 2 1 
0 0 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 
1
9
-
9
•
9 
I 
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
I 
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No. 15. Classification of Modern Facilities of the 
Sample Population, Oldham County, 1936, on the 
Farm and Non-Farm Basis. 
Facilities Farm Non-Farm 
Telephone 38 35 
Automobile 103 66 
Electric Lights 39 70 
Running Water 15 41 
Central Heating 21 34 
Radio 75 79 
Total 291 325 
No. 16. General Classification of Modern Facilities 
of the Sample Population, Oldham County, 1936, on the 
Farm and Non-Farm Basis. 
Classification Farm Homes Non-Farm Homes 
All Six Facilities 3 12 
All but One Facility 11 12 
No Facilities 13 5 
Total 27 29 
Total 
Cars 
and 
;No 
Cars 
No 
Cars 
Cars 
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No. 17. Cross-Classification of Church Attendance of 
the Sample Population, Oldham County, 1936, Showing 
Occupation, Location of Residence, ownership of 
Automobiles, and Location of Church. 
Tota~ Farmers other 
and Other Farmers Occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- All Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 219 74 145 125 28 97 94 46 48 
Louis-
ville 10 10 6 6 4 4 
Churches 
Commun-
ity or 
Open 
Country 209 74 135 119 28 91 90 46 44 
Churches 
in 
Old. Co. 
All 56 29 27 27 12 15 29 17 12 
Louis-
ville 1 1 1 1 
Churcbes 
Commun-
ity or 
Open 
Country 55 29 26 27 12 15 28 17 11 
Churches 
in 
Old. Co. 
All 163 45 118 98 16 82 65 29 36 
LoU1s-
I ville 9 9 6 6 3 3 
Churches 
Commun-
ityor 
open 
Country 154 45 109 92 16 76 62 29 33 
Churches 
in 
Old. Co. 
Total 
Cars 
and 
~o 
Cars 
No 
Cars 
Cars 
12'7 
No. 18. Cross-Classification of Participation in 
Socials and Parties of the Sample population, 
Oldham County, 1936, Showing Occupation, Location of 
Residence, Ownership of Automobiles, and 
Location of Place of Participation. 
Total Farmers Other 
am Other Farmers Occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- prange coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 156 5'7 99 80 20 60 76 37 39 
Louis-
ville 15 4: 11 7 3 4: 8 1 7 
Socials 
01 "'h"", 
County 14:1 53 88 '73 17 56 68 36 32 
Socials 
All 42 22 20 14 '7 7 28 15 13 
Lou1s-
ville 1 1 1 1 , 
Socials 
O-.t'lham 
County 41 21 20 13 6 7 28 15 13 
Socials 
All 114 35 '79 66 13 53 48 22 26 
Louis-
ville 14 3 11 6 2 4 8 1 7 
Socials 
Olt'lhAm 
County 100 32 68 60 11 49 40 21 19 
Socials 
Total 
Cars 
~nd 
No 
Cars 
No 
Cars 
Cars 
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No. 19. Cross-Classification of Participation of the 
Sample Population in Visiting Friends and Relatives, 
Oldham County, 1936, Showing occupation, Location of 
Residence, Ownership of Automobiles, and 
Location of Place of Visitation. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers Occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try trY' try 
All 182 65 117 103 24 79 79 41 38 
ViSit in 
Louis- 128 41 87 68 10 58 60 31 29 
ville 
IVisit in 
Oldham 54 24 30 35 14 21 19 10 9 
County 
All 47 26 21 22 11 11 25 15 10 
Visit in 
Louis- 32 18 14 11 5 6 21 13 8 
ville 
Visit in 
Oldham 15 8 7 11 6 5 4 2 2 
County 
All 135 39 96 81 13 68 54 26 28 
Visit in 
Louis- 96 23 73 57 5 52 39 18 21 
ville 
IVls1t 10 
Oldham 39 16 23 24 8 16 15 8 7 
County 
lTotal 
Cars 
and 
No 
Cars 
No 
Cars 
~ars 
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No. 20. Cross-Classification of Attendance at 
Concerts, Lectures, and Entertainments of the Sample 
Population, Oldham Count7, 19.36, Showing Occapation, 
Location of Residence, OWnership of Automobiles, and 
Location of Place of Participation. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try tr7 try 
All 143 49 94 73 17 56 70 32 38 
Louis-
ville 45 11 34 21 4 17 24 7 17 
Concerts 
O,rlhAm 
Count7 98 38 60 52 13 39 46 25 21 
Concerts 
All 35 18 17 12 6 6 23 12 11 
I Louis-
Ville 8 5 3 2 2 6 3 3 
Concerts 
oTtiham 
County 27 13 14 10 4 6 17 9 8 
Concerts 
All 108 31 77 61 11 50 47 20 27 
Louis-
ville 37 6 31 19 2 17 18 4 14 
Concerts 
O'rlham 
Count7 71 25 46 42 9 33 29 16 13 
Concerts 
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No. 21. Cross-Classification of Attendance at Dances 
of the Sample Population, Oldham County, 1936, Showing 
Occupation, Location of Residence, Ownership of 
Automobiles, and Location of Place of Attendance. 
Total Farmers Other 
and. other Farmers occupations 
Occu~tions 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 116 35 81 60 12 48 56 23 33 
Total Louis-
Cars ville 32 6 26 13 2 11 19 4 15 
land Dances 
No OtnhRm 
Cars County 84 29 55 4'7 10 3'7 3'7 19 18 
Dances 
All 33 17 16 14 6 8 19 11 8 
No LoUis-
Cars ville 7 4 3 3 2 1 4 2 2 
Dances 
o nhRM 
County 26 13 13 11 4 '7 15 9 6 
Dances 
All 83 18 65 46 6 40 37 12 25 
Louis-
Cars ville 25 2 23 10 10 15 2 13 
Dances 
OldhAM 
County 58 16 42 36 6 30 22 10 12 
Dances I -
------------------------- -- ----------
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No. 22. Cross-Classifioation of Attendance at Motion 
Pictures of the Sample population, Oldham County, 1936, 
Showing Oocupation, Looation of Residenoe, Ownership of 
Automobiles, and Location of Motion Piotures. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers Occupations 
occupations 
Residenoe Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
trY' try try 
All 214 72 142 118 28 90 96 44 52 
Total 
Cars LoUis-
and ville 125 25 100 70 10 60 55 15 40 
No Cinemas 
Cars O.Lnnam 
County 89 47 42 48 18 30 41 29 12 
Cinema 
All 56 29 27 25 12 13 31 17 14 
No LOU1S-
Cars ville 26 9 17 10 3 7 16 6 10 
Cinemas 
Olnham 
county 30 20 10 15 9 6 15 11 4 
Cinema 
All 158 43 115 93 16 77 65 27 38 
LoU1S-
Cars ville 99 16 83 60 7 53 39 9 30 
Cinemas 
OldhAm 
County 59 27 32 33 9 24 26 18 8
1 Cinema i 
Total 
Cars 
and 
No 
Cars 
No 
Cars 
Cars 
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No. 23. Cross-Classification of Participat10n in 
Fraternal organ1zat1ons of the Sample Populat1on, 
Oldham County, 1936, Showing Occupat1on, Place of 
Res1dence, ownersh1p of Automob1les, and 
Locat1on of Organizations. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers Occupations 
occupations 
Residence Res1dence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 49 22 27 17 3 14 32 19 13 
Lou1s-
ville 14 5 9 8 1 7 6 4 2 
Lodges 
Oldhaa 
County 35 17 18 9 2 7 26 15 11 
Lod£es 
All 12 8 4 2 1 1 10 7 3 
Louls-
v1lle 5 4 1 1 1 4 3 1 
Lodges 
r InhAm - -County 7 4 3 1 1 6 4 2 
Lodges 
All 37 14 23 15 2 13 22 12 10 
LoUls-
ville 9 1 8 7 7 2 1 1 
LO~KeS 
OldhAm 
County 28 13 15 8 2 6 20 11 9 
Lodges 
Total 
Cars 
and 
No 
Cars 
~o 
~ars 
Cars 
• 
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No. 24. Cross-Classification of Membership of the 
Sample Population, Oldham County, 1936, in the Home 
Makers Club and the Farm Bureau, Showing Location 
of Residence, Sex, and Ownership of Automobiles. 
Tota~ 
Males and Males Females 
Females 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 61 13 48 30 5 25 31 8 23 
Home 31 8 23 31 8 23 
Makers 
Farm 30 5 25 30 5 25 
Bureau 
All 9 2 7 2 1 1 7 1 6 
Home 7 1 6 7 1 6 
Makers 
Farm 2 1 1 2 1 1 
Bureau 
All 52 11 41 28 4 24 24 7 17 
Home 24 7 17 24 7 17 
Makers 
i 
Farm 28 4 24 28 4 24 
Bureau 
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No. 25. Cross-Classification ot Membership in the 4-H 
Club and Other Clubs of the Sample Population, Oldham 
County, 1936, Showing Occupation, Location ot 
Residence, and Ownership ot Automobiles. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers occupations 
occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 111 40 71 58 11 47 53 29 24 
Total 
Cars 
and Other 78 36 42 32 7 25 46 29 17 
No 
Cars 
4-a 33 4 29 26 4 22 7 7 
All 30 16 14 13 4 9 17 12 5 
~o 
Cars Other 21 15 6 5 3 2 1,6 12 4 
4-H 9 1 8 8 1 7 1 1 
All 81 24 57 45 7 38 36 17 19 
Cars Other 57 21 36 27 4 I 23 30 17 13 
4-H 24 3 21 18 3 15 6 6 
Total 
~ars 
and 
lNo 
Cars 
lNo 
pars 
Cars 
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No. 26. Cross-Classification of the Purchase of 
Groceries by the Sample Population, Oldham County, ,1936, 
Showing Occupation, Location of Residence, Ownership of 
Automobiles, and Location of Stores. 
Total Farmers Other 
and. Other Farmers Occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 225 86 139 124 30 94 101 56 45 
Louis-
ville 48 3 45 26 1 25' 22 2 20 
Groceries 
Oldham 
County 7'7 83 94 98 29 69 '79 54 25 
Groceries 
All 58 33 25 2'7 11 16 31 22 9 , 
Louis-
ville '7 3 4 2 1 1 5 2 3 
Groceries 
;~ lnam 
county 51 30 21 25 10 15 26 20 6 
Groceries 
All 167 53 114 9'7 19 78 70 34 36 
Louis-
ville 41 41 24 24 1'7 1'7 
Groceries 
10~C1ham 
county 126 53 73 '73 19 54 53 34 19 
Groceries 
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No. 27. Cross-Classification of the Purchase ot 
Furniture by the Sample Population, Oldham County, 1936, 
Showing Occupation, Location of ReSidence, Ownership of 
Automobiles, and Location of stores. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 226 103 123 127 47 80 99 56 43 
Total 
Cars Louis-
and ville 197 85 112 106 35 71 91 50 41 
No Stores 
Cars Oldham 
County 29 18 11 21 12 9 8 6 2 
Stores 
All 58 36 22 28 15 13 30 21 9 
No Louis-
Cars ville 44 26 18 20 10 10 24 16 8 
Stores 
o I1hAm 
County 14 10 4 8 5 3 6 5 1 
Stores 
All 168 67 101 99 32 67 69 35 34 
LOU1S-
Cars ville 153 59 94 86 25 61 67 34 33 
Stores 
OJ I1hAm 
County 15 8 7 13 7 6 2 1 1 
Stores 
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No. 28. Oross-Olassification of the Purchase of 
Hardware by the Sample Population, Oldham Oounty, 1936, 
Showing occupation, Location of Residence, OWnership of 
Automobiles, and Location of Stores. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers Occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Ooun- Grange COUll- Grange Ooun-
try try try 
All 226 101 125 126 44 82 100 57 43 
Total 
~ars Louis-
and 'Ville 125 30 95 67 11 56 59 19 39 
No Stores 
Cars Oldham 
Oounty 101 71 30 69 33 26 42 38 4 
Stores 
All 59 34 25 28 13 15 31 21 10 
No LOU1S-
Cars 'Ville 20 7 13 9 4 5 11 3 8 
stores 
OldhAm 
County 39 27 12 19 9 10 20 18 2 
stores 
All 167 67 100 98 31 67 69 36 33 
Louis-
Oars ville 105 23 82 58 7 51 47 16 31 
stores 
01 lInAm 
Oounty 62 44 18 40 24 16 22 20 2 
stores 
Total 
Cars 
and 
No 
Cars 
No 
Cars 
~ars 
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No. 29. Cross-Classification of the Purchase of 
Work Clothes by the Sample population, Oldham County, 
1936, Showing Occupation, Location of Residence, 
ownership of Automobiles, and Location of Stores. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
~ 
All 226 97 129 126 42 84 100 55 45 
Louis-
ville 138 41 97 74 16 58 64 25 39 
Stores 
Oldham 
County 88 56 32 52 26 26 36 30 6 
Stores 
All 57 33 24 26 13 13 31 20 11 
Lou1s-
ville 27 11 16 12 3 9 15 8 7 
Stores 
01lt1'la", 
County 30 22 8 14 10 4: 16 12 4 
Stores 
All 169 64 105 100 29 71 69 35 34 
. Lou1s-
ville 111 30 81 62 13 49 49 17 32 
Stores 
OlnhA'" 
County 58 34 24 38 16 22 20 18 2 
Stores 
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No. 30. Cross-Classification of the Purchase of 
Men's Clothes by the Sample Population, Oldham County, 
1936, Showing occupation, Location of Residence, 
Ownership of Automobiles, and Location of Stores. 
Total Fal"lllers otner 
and Other Farmers occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 225 99 126 125 44 81 100 55 45 
Total 
Cars Lou1s-
and ville 179 67 112 93 25 68 86 42 44 
No stores 
Cars Ol.dham 
County 46 32 14 32 19 13 14 13 1 
stores 
All 58 33 25 28 13 15 30 20 10 
~o Lou1s-
~e.rs ville 42 21 21 19 8 11 23 13 10 
Stores 
Oldhllm 
county 16 12 4 9 5 4 7 7 
Stores 
All 16'7 66 101 9'7 31 66 70 35 35 
Louis-
pars ville 137 46 91 '74 17 5'7 63 29 34 
stores 
o· nhAm 
County 30 20 10 23 14 9 7 6 1 
Stores 
Total 
Cars 
and 
~o 
~ars 
.0 
pars 
pars 
140 
No. 31. Oross-Olassification of the Purchase of 
Women's Olothes by the Sample Population, 
Oldham Oounty, 1936, Showing Occupation, Location of 
Residence, ownership of Automobiles, and 
Location of Stores. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers Occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Ooun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 226 98 128 126 43 83 100 55 45 
LOU1S-
ville 189 73 116 98 27 71 91 46 45 
Stores 
Oldham 
County 37 25 12 28 16 12 9 9 
Stores 
All 57 33 24 27 13 14 30 20 10 
LOUl.S-
ville 42 23 19 19 10 9 23 13 10 
Stores 
Ol.dham 
County 15 10 5 8 3 5 7 7 
Stores 
All 169 65 104 99 30 69 70 35 35 
, 
. LoW.S-
ville 147 50 97 79 17 62 68 33 35 
Stores 
Ol-dham 
County 22 15 7 20 13 7 2 2 
Stores I 
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No. 32. Oross-Olassification of Banking of the Sample 
Population, Oldham Oounty, 1936, Showing Occupation, 
Location of Residence, OWnership of Automobiles, and 
Location of Bank. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers Occupations 
occu~ations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Ooun- Grange Ooun- Grange Ooun-
try try try 
All 191 83 108 111 38 73 80: 45 35 
Total 
Oars LOU1S-
and ville 50 15 35 23 6 17 27 9 18 
No Banks 
Oars Oldham 
Oounty 141 68 73 88 32 56 53 36 17 
Banks 
All 42 23 19 23 10 13 19 13 6 
~o Louis-
pars ville 12 4 8 6 1 5 6 3 3 
Banks 
Oldham 
County 30 19 11 17 9 8 13 10 3 
Banks 
All 149 60 89 88 28 60 61 32 29 
Louis-
pars ville 38 11 27 17 5 ! 12 21 6 15 
Banks i 
Oldham 
Oounty 111 49 62 71 23 48 40 26 14 
Banks 
------------------ ----------~--~------
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No. 33. Cross-Classification of the Purchase of Drugs 
and Medicines of the Sample Population, Oldham County, 
1936, Showing Ocoupation, Looation of Residence, 
ownership of Automobiles, and Location of Drugstores. 
Total Farmers otner 
and Other Farmers Occupations 
O~oupations 
Residenoe Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 216 95 121 120 41 '79 96 54 42 
Total 
Cars LoU1s-
and ville 82 8 '74 39 2 3'7 43 6 3'7 
No Stores 
Cars OlrlhAm 
County 134 8'7 4'7 81 39 42 53 48 5 
Stores 
All 55 30 25 25 10 15 30 20 10 
No Louis-
Cars ville 13 1 12 3 3 10 1 9 
Stores 
OJ f1hAm -County 42 29 13 22 10 12 20 19 1 
stores 
All 161 65 96 95 31 64 66 34 32 
Lou!:s- I 
pars ville 69 '7 62 36 2 34 33 5 28 
Stores 
0.!.r'lhA1'I'I 
County 92 58 34 59 29 30 33 29 4
t stores I I 
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No. 34. Cross-Classitication ot the Emplo.yment of the 
Services of a Physician by the Sample Population, 
Oldham County, 1936, Showing Occupation, Location ot 
Residence, OWnersh1p of Automob1les, and 
Location of Physician. 
Total Farmers Other 
and Other Farmers Occupations 
Occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All La- Open 
Grange Coun- Grange Coun- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 222 101 121 124 44 80 98 57 41 
Total 
Cars Louis-
and ville 41 10 31 23 5 18 18 5 13 
No Doctors 
Cars Oldham 
County 181 91 90 101 39 62 80 52 29 
Doctors 
All 56 34 22 26 12 14 30 22 8 
No Louis-
Cars ville 6 2 4 2 1 1 4 1 3 
Doctors 
OlrlhAm 
County 50 32 18 24 11 13 26 21 5 
Doctors 
All 166 67 99 98 32 66 68 35 33 
Louis-
Cars v111e 35 8 27 21 4 17 14 4 10 
Doctors 
r!. nnAm 
County 131 59 72 77 28 49 54 31 23 
Doctors 
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No. 35. Cross-Classification of the Employment of the 
Services of a Dentist by the Sample Population, 
Oldham County, 1936, Showing Occupation, Location of 
Residence, ownership of Automobiles, and 
Location of Dentists. 
Total Farmer~ Other 
and Other Farmers occupations 
occupations 
Residence Residence Residence 
All La- Open All La- Open All Lao. Open 
Grange Coun- Grange COUll- Grange Coun-
try try try 
All 218 98 120 120 43 '1'1 98 55 43 
Total 
Cars Louis-
and ville '12 12 60 37 5 32 35 '1 28 
No Dentists 
Cars rnt'tl"lA'n'I 
County 146 86 60 83 38 45 63 48 15 
Dentists 
All 56 32 24 26 12 14 30 20 10 
No Louis-
Cars ville 16 3 13 5 1 4 11 2 9 
Dentists 
01rthA'n'I 
County 40 29 11 21 11 10 19 18 1 
Dentists 
All 162 66 96 94 31 63 68 35 33 
Louis-
~ars ville 56 9 47 32 4 28 24 5 19 
Dentists 
Oldham 
County 106 5'1 49 '62 2'1 35 44 30 14 
Dentists 
J 
No. 36. Locations of Markets Where the Sample 
Population of Oldham County, 1936, Sella Farm 
Products Classified According to Product and 
OWnership of Automobiles. 
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Products At Farm LaGrange Open Louisville 
Country 
FARMERS 
CMHING 
AUTOMOBILES: 
Farm. Crops 9 4 1 48 
Vegetables 10 
Eggs and 
12 0 14 
Poultry 24 17 9 38 
Orchard Grass 
Seed 1 1 0 24 
Fruit and 
Grapes 8 4 2 9 
Milk or Cream 3 20 1 71 
FARMERS 
NOT OWNING 
AUTOMOBILES: 
Farm. Crops 7 4 0 5 
Vegetables 1 9 0 1 
Eggs and 
Poultry 7 10 0 7 
Orchard Grass 
Seed 2 1 0 7 
Fruit and 
Grapes 4 4 0 1-
Milk or Cream 3 9 0 12 
Total 79 95 13 237 
.. 
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A.ppendix B 
No. 37. organization of Oounty Government in 
Kentucky, Oonstitutional Elective Offices.10S 
Title and Term Method of Compen- state Remarks 
Number Removal satioD Relations 
oounty 4 yrs. Indirect Salar7 None 
Judge (1) 
Justices 4 yra. Indirect Fees None 
of the 
Peace 
(3 - 8) 
CO .. i8- 4 yrs. General salary None Office may 
s10ners Laws be made by 
(3) popular 
vote in 
county 
F1scal General Salar,. None Made up of 
Court Laws ct,.. judge 
and magis-
trates 
She r ift 4 yra. Indirect Fees Aud. ot Not e11g1-
(1) (Govern- public ble for 
or's Proc- accounts re-elec-
lamation) tion 
consta- 4 yrs. Indirect Fees None 
bles 
(3 - 8) 
Jailer 4 yrs. Indirect Fees None Subject to 
(1) rule mak-
ing power 
of ety. 
judge 
Coroner 4 yrs. Indirect Fees None 
(1) 
14'1 
Ho. 3'1 Continued 
county 4: 11's. By court Fees Aud. ot 
court ot appeals public 
ClerJc (1) tor cause accounts 
Circuit 4 11's. By' court Fees Aud. ot 
Oourt of appeals public 
Clerk (1) tor cause accounts 
County 4: yrs. Indirect Salary None 
Attorney and Fees 
county 4: 11's. Indirect Fees None 
Surve,.or 
105. Etticiency Commission, 2E. ~., p. 559. 
Name and 
Number 
county 
Tax Oom-
mission-
er (1) 
Oounty 
Board ot 
Educa-
tion (5) 
Board of 
Superv1s· 
ors (3 
or more) 
County 
Treasur-
er (1) 
County 
Super in-
tendent 
ot 
Schools 
(1) 
~ustee 
ot the 
Jury 
~d (1) 
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No. 38. Organization of County Government in 
Kentucky, statutory (MandatorY)l~~ective and 
Appointive Offices. 
Selection Appointive Method of Compen- State 
Power Removal sation Relations 
Election By cir- Fees state tax 
cuit com-
judge mission 
Election Board of $5.00 state 
by trustees per supt. ot 
Districts diem, public 
$'75 per instruc-
year tion 
Appoint- Fiscal None Per state 
ment court diem tax com-
mission 
App01nt- F1scal Fiscal As per None. 
ment court court sue-
for ceseful 
cause \)id 
ApPoint- ot,.. Bd. ot,.. Bd. Salary State 
ment of Ed. of Ed. supt. of 
public 
instruc-
tion 
ApPoint- Circuit Circuit Fees None 
ment judge judge 
Remarks 
st. tax 
comm. 
may re-
quire 
to exe-
cute 
orders 
Elected 
by non-
parti-
san 
ballot 
Fiscal 
court 
require a. 
to let 
to best 
bidder 
Member 
& chair-
man of 
cty.bd. 
of ed. 
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No. 38 Continned 
lCounty Appoint- Fiscal By state Salary state Appoint!-
~ive- ment court livestock veteri- ment 
stock sanitary narian 81b ject 
Inspec- board & state to the 
~or (1) livestock approv-
board al of 
state 
live-
stock 
sani-
tary 
board 
106. Efficiency COmmission, 22. ~., p. 560. 
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No. 39. OrganizatIon of Count,. Government in 
Kentucky, statutory (optIonal) Appointive offices. 107 
Name and Appointive Method of Compen- State Remarks 
Number Power Removal sation Relations 
Commis- Fiscal General Local None 
sioner of court laws arrange-
the Poor ment 
House (1) 
Receiver Fiscal General Local None 
of the court laws arrange-
Poor ment 
House (1) 
County County General None State State board 
Board ot judge, fis- laws board ot control I 
Health cal court, health county 
(5) state board board 
of health through ap-
point1ve 
power 
County county By county Salar,. State hst be 
Health board ot board board of licensed 
Officer health lubject health ph,.sician 
(1) to appeal 
count,. Fiscal General Fees None APpointed 
Weigher court laws in coun-
(1 ) ties hav-
ing grain 
elevators 
County Fiscal General None None Supported 
Librar,. court, laws b,. inde-
Board count,. pendent 
supt. of tax 
schools, 
count,. 
judge 
Count,. Count,. By county Salar,. State 
J{oad judge judge on highway 
Engineer charges commis-
sion 
County Fiscal General Not to None 
~uditor court laws exceed 
$2400 
~speetor County Count,. Fees None 
pf Oils judge court on 
charges 
107. Efficiency Commission, ~. 2!!., p. 561. 
Appendix 0 
Bo. 40. Schedule Used in the Oldham Oounty 
Social Survey, 1936. 
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Bame of family P.O. _____ _ 
R.F.D. No. Road or address ----------------
1. Please name the places, village, City, or open-country 
institutions, where any members of your family most 
often attend or participate in the following activ1ties: 
a. Ohurch e. Dances --------------------- ------------
b. SUnday school. ________ f. Lectures, 
c. Movies 
--------------------
concerts, 
entertain-
ments 
d. Socials or parties ____ g. Visit,.liiS~-----
2. At what place does any member ot your family belong to 
or attend meetings ot the tollowing organizations? 
(It no member of your family belongs or attends an 
organizat10n, please mark 0.) 
a. Any Lodge ________ f. W.G.T.U. ____ _ 
b. Farm Bureau _________ g. Any other club __ _ 
c. Home Makers ______________ h. 4-H Olub ________ __ 
d. Improvement 
Associat10n 
e. Coopera t i ve --------
Associat1on _____________ _ 
i. Band or 
Orchestra -----
3. If you have children in grade school, h1gh school, 
academy, college, or business college, where do they 
attend.? __________________________________________ __ 
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4. What is the occupation ot the head of 
your tamil7? __________________________________ ___ 
5. It he is regularly employed in a village or city, 
give name ot village or city. ____________________ __ 
6. At what railroad station do you receive or ship 
freight, packages, or travel? ____________________ __ 
7. Do you take a daily newspaper? Where is ------
it published? __________________________________ _ 
8. Do you take a local weekly paper? _________ Where is 
it publi8hed? ____________________________________ _ 
9. Please list the weekly and monthly magazines 
you taxe. ________________________________________ __ 
10. At what village or city does your family do most buy-
ing of the following articles or employ services named? 
a. Groceries ________ h. Farm machiner'1 ___ _ 
b. Worx clothes i. Automobile repairs ---------- -----
c. Men's clothes _____ j. Drug store _____ _ 
d. Women's clothes k. Where do banking ------- ------
e. Hardware _________ 1. Where is family physician_ 
t. Furniture _______ m. Where is family dentist __ 
g. Feed _________ n. Blac.1t8JDith;..... _____ _ 
11. In selling the following farm products, to what place 
do you deliver most ot them? (Write "At farm" it pro-
ducts are sold mostly at the farm.) 
a. Milk or cream. ______ e. Orchard grass _____ _ 
b. Eggs and poultry ____ f. Grapes _______ _ 
c. Fruits g. Farm crops 
---------------- (Hay,gra1n-,~h-op~s-,~p~o~t~a~t-oe-s, 
d. Vegetables etc.) 
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12. Please give age, by sex, of each member of family 
living at home. 
Ages of males 
Ages of females 
Father Mother Children others 
13. If any member of your family in addition to the head 
is regularly employed, please list: 
Age Sex occupation Place 
14. Does your family have an automobile? ----------------
15. Name of center, village nearest your home? -----Miles to this place? ______________________________ __ 
16. How many times do any of your family go to th1s loca-
tion? Dail" ____ Weekly ____ Monthly ____ _ 
17. Have you a telephone? ______ Wbere is the exchange 
located? __________________________________________ _ 
18. Is your home equipped with: 
Lights (electric) _______ Gas ____________________ __ 
Running water ___________ Artificial heat 
(turnace,steam,-or~h~o~t~a~i-r-,­
or oil) 
conveniences 
---------------------
Any other types of 
19. By what name is the country neighborhood or locality 
called in which you live? (Not the name of the near-
by village or town, but such a neighborhood name as 
"Jones Corners" or "Hurr.icane Hollow" or "Smith Center. tt) 
If there is no Slch name for your locality, please 
write in the space, "no name." ----------------------
1M 
20. Do you own a radio' ________________________________ __ 
21. Does any member ot your tamily carry insurance ot any 
kind? How much per year? __________________ _ 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------~---------
VIII. 
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